
 

Crossings: A Journey to Easter Arts Exhibition  

The walking meditation group at HVUC decided to explore a unique out-
door art exhibition in Toronto based on the traditional Stations of the 
Cross. We ventured out on three occasions to visit the various locations 
throughout the U of T campus and in mid-town Toronto. Through snow, 
rain and finally sunshine, our little group journeyed together, blending art, 
faith and friendship.  

The exhibit was presented by IMAGO an arts-based organization which 
engages in advocacy for the arts, addresses social issues and seeks to ex-
plore the interface between art and faith. “Crossings” is part of a series of 
exhibitions that have taken place in London England, Washington, DC, 
New York City and Amsterdam.  In 2022 the team at IMAGO in Toronto 
presented 16 outdoor exhibits that depict the Passion narrative through 
paint, sculpture, mixed media and a wide variety of artistic expressions. 
Themes of justice, betrayal and redemption are interpreted by artists from 
a wide range of styles, experiences and backgrounds.  

At each station we used the Crossing resource to read aloud a scripture, 
prayer and the artist’s statement. The resource also contains poetry for 
each station and reflections to deepen appreciation for the story and art-
works.   

As we walked to the different installations, we had time to reflect and 
share our reactions to the artwork and to make connections to our own 
lives and our world. We also enjoyed walking through the U of T campus 
and visiting the sites of a number of downtown churches and Christian 
colleges.                                                                            Continued on page 3 
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The subtitle for this is:  Waiting for Things to Return to 
Normal, and also Waiting for it to Warm up a Bit. 

Might as well start with the weather. My son was born on 
April 20 in 1976.  We had had a week of 20+ temperatures 
and the apple blossoms were coming out when I went to 
the hospital for the delivery wearing a summer maternity 
dress. We had spent Easter weekend at a cottage trekking 
around in the forest picking wild leeks and loving the little 
wild lilies. Five days after Davey was born, Dave picked me 
up and forgot to bring a coat for me. It was about 2 de-
grees and later that day it snowed on the apple blossoms. I 
was cold. This year, there are no blossoms, not even the 
forsythia has started, but there certainly was snow yester-
day. Good grief. Climate changes all the time :) 

How many people do you know who have had or are in 
the midst of COVID?  I think about a quarter of us have 
caught it by now. Our church staff are taking turns getting 
it. My sister and I got it on a cruise even though everyone 
had to have three vaccinations and a negative test before 
boarding the ship. It is in the air, everywhere.  Most of us 
don’t get very sick, often it is just a mild cold.  

Sometimes it feels like all the precautions are causing 

more trouble than the COVID itself. (This is not denying 
that there are people who do get very sick, especially if 
they haven’t been vaccinated.) International travel is really 
tough. Have you tried to fill in the CANArrive app? Did you 
have to sit on the landed airplane for an hour waiting to 
get off? Were you randomly selected for testing after land-
ing in Toronto? Are you still wearing a mask?  Are you still 
hesitant about meeting up with your friends and family? 

We at Humber Valley are trying our best to carry on no 
matter what. Groups are meeting in person again, church 
services are in the sanctuary, and we have managed to 
hold at least one very successful event:  Where were you in 
‘72?. 

We would NEVER have thought two years ago that we 
would still be under the influence of this pandemic.  

Blessings to you all and stay careful and healthy. 

For the next year Connections will 
again be quarterly. Colleen will be 
letting you know about the next 
deadline for submissions. 

We love to hear from you.  
Please send  your comments and 
suggestions to  
Susanne or  Colleen.  

mailto:Susanne@hyneslegal.ca
mailto:colleen.isherwood26@gmail.ca
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 C ross ings ,  Journey  to  E as ter   c o n t i n u e d  f ro m p a g e  1  

“In Justice for the Just” by Ovide Bighetty,  
blending Indigenous teachings and the Christ 

story,  located at the Toronto School of Theology  

There were so many diverse pieces to discover, but one of the artworks that stood out to us 
was the Triumphal Entry: Jesus Comes to Jerusalem by James Paterson. Located at Knox Presby-
terian Church, it is a colourful sculpture made of wire and glass that actually moves like a carni-

val ride. You can view a short video of it in motion by clicking on the image at right.  There 
were many more interesting and creative artworks. Being able to view them outdoors  
in a variety of public settings helped us experience the passion narrative in a new, rele-
vant and thoughtful way. A copy of the full colour catalogue for the exhibit is in the church library.  
A sample of the  artworks that we found very meaningful is shown below. 

“Homeless Jesus” by Timothy Schmalz,  
an iron bench with the shrouded form of Jesus,  

located on the steps at Regis College; St. Michael’s College. 

“Jesus takes up the Cross” 
 bronze sculpture with lead crystal by  

Colleen Mclaughlin Barlow,  
located at St Basil’s Church,  

St Michaels’ College 

We are reflected in the body tray 
that bears the shadow of Jesus’ 

body and incised numbers indicat-
ing life’s years. 

Resurrection 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmyDVcwqbQU
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Never a dull moment at HVUC.  

I want to wish everyone a Happy Spring. As we head into 
the Easter weekend, it is a time to reflect on our faith and 
what the time after Easter will bring.   

As the Chair of the Board of a United Church, the “buck,” 
as they say, stops with me. I have and will continue to try 
to lead us in a way that is fiscally responsible while at the 
same time ensuring that the spiritual needs of everyone in 
our congregation are being met in a time when changes 
are happening quickly, often with little communication 
from me and the Board as to why. I hope to change this 
communication gap now.  

Now that we are entering a new season, it is time to re-
view where we have come 
from during the past 15 
months and where we are 
going in the future. How do 
we offer, at HVUC, the spir-
itual and emotional support 
to embrace our traditions and, at the same time, new 
ways of doing church?  

For 15 months, my message has been to ask each of you 
to give the new ways a chance and be open to new and 
challenging theological perspectives and different music. I 
hope this will continue, as with these changes have come 
new people of many different demographics to our 
church. Many people are now coming a long way to join us 
– and why – because, as Kate Brown says,  

“they have never been to a friendlier church,  
where they are welcomed by all.”  

We have not been the “Friendly Neighbourhood Church” 
for almost 70 years without learning a thing or two about 
welcoming. But there is always more to learn. On Satur-
day, May 7th, beginning at 1 p.m., Kate will be leading a 
“Welcoming Workshop” in the sanctuary. We can all learn 
to be better welcomers so I hope any of you who wish to 
participate in this workshop will come. 

And what of our music? I would ask that the rumours stop 
about the Choir and the Bells. The choir (now tentatively 
called “Joyful Chorus”) has been reconstituted with 15 
active members and more to come. Drew has confirmed 
that the choir will sing at a number of services a year.  
They will be singing on Mother’s Day on May 8th. They will 
also sing at the “Royal Tea” on June 5th with plans afoot 

for a revival of the “Festival of Song” to take place in the 
Spring of 2023. The Bells will also continue to be part of 
our services a number of times a year. The next time they 
will be playing is also on May 8th.  Jill Diane Filion contin-
ues to lead both of these groups. We are also thrilled that 
the Bells have been playing at other churches including at: 
Roncesvalles United and Martingrove United.   

We are beginning a Refugee Sponsorship initiative under 
the leadership of Erin Billowits. The family that we will be 
sponsoring is from Afghanistan and is currently in Turkey – 
a mother, father and daughter who is 5 years old. More 
about this will be shared with you as we know more. 

Valerie Wood is leading our Urban Garden adventure 
again this summer. Please contact Valerie for more details 
to see how you can help. 

Our next big fundraising event is coming soon. I encourage 
you to invite friends, families, children and youth to our 
Magic Show on Sunday, May 1st at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
Tickets can be obtained through the church office, at the 
door on the day of the show and through Eventbrite. All 
funds raised will go to our church ministries.  

And, at the time of writing this article, we have just 
learned that we will have support from the Government of 
Canada's "Canada Summer Jobs" program to support four 
students who will work with us on our various ministries 
this summer. Thank you to Ted Loewen and his team for 
preparing this proposal and providing administrative sup-
port to this program. 

Chri s t  has  R isen .  
Chri s t  has  R isen  Indeed! ! !  

 
Happy  Spr ing  

 

 
We ask  you  t o   

open  your  hear t s   
t o  new poss ib i l i t i e s   



“Daily Bread” has been meeting since the beginning of the 
pandemic in 2020.   

We are committed to getting together three times per 
week (Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings).  For 
many of us Daily Bread has become a  “shot in the arm” of 
hope to begin our days.  We share our gratitude and pray 
for the needs in our church, community, and world. Since 
COVID-19 restrictions began, we have held virtual prayer 
meetings over ZOOM. This is a great way to connect with 
others and to pray for needs within our church, communi-
ty and for our world situation!   

We explore different themes, theology  and topics within 
the group such as different types of prayer, reducing anxi-
ety, mindfulness, forgiveness, anger, grief, Indigenous is-
sues  and most recently the United Church of Canada’s 
‘Song of Faith’.   

We explore our faith through both old and new methods 

and  techniques :  prayer, spoken word, meditation, art, 
drawing scripture, praying scripture, action, all types of 
music and of course ‘Fun Fridays’.    

We even wrote and mailed letters of Thanks to ALL of our 
hospitals and health care units during the height of the 
pandemic in 2020!    

We have people joining from all over Ontario and The 
USA.  Many ‘Daily Breaders’  even call in when they are 
away from home.   

Are you looking for a safe place to explore your faith with-
in a supportive community?  Drop in when you can.   Eve-
ryone is always welcome.   

Visit the HVUC website for more info or contact the 
church office or Joanne Stenerson to get the ZOOM link!  

P a g e  5  A Saf e  P lace  to  E xp lore  y our F a i th   

mailto:info@hvuc.ca
mailto:jsten1@rogers.com
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Our best wishes  and congratulations  to all the people celebrating   

birthdays and anniversaries  in April and May. 

 

Special birthday Wishes to  

Marg Wallis 80 on Apr 24 

Russ Boyd 98 on April 24 

Sally Roper 88 on May 9 

Roger Wallis 84 on May 13 

Joan Rayner 80 on May 18 

Muriel Bailey 100 on May 21 

George Crawford 93 on May 28 

And a very special 

Happy Birthday 

to 

Queen  

Elizabeth II   
 

She was born on  

April 21, 1926 



P a g e  7  

A v e r y  T y l e r  P h i l l i p s  
Introducing Shei la  Marshal l ’s  Great  Grandson   

Sheila Marshall was a beloved member of Humber Valley. 
We had mourned with her when her daughter, Kim, died 

suddenly when Kim's only 
child, Samantha, was just 13 
years old. We were heart-
warmed by the pleasure Shei-
la had in raising Samantha, 
alongside Samantha's father, 
David.  Samantha called Sheila 
"Nana," and a very special 
Nana she was. Samantha and 
Sheila were very close.  We 
celebrated with Sheila when 
she was Samantha's maid of 

honour and when she learned that Samantha was preg-
nant with Sheila’s first great grandchild.  Sadly, Sheila 
passed away in July 2021, just five months before the baby 
was born.  

Now we are pleased to in-
troduce the new baby, 
Avery Tyler Phillips, who 
was born on Boxing Day 
2021 to Jeremy and Saman-
tha Phillips. Samantha said 
a Christmas baby was per-
fect since Christmas was 
Great Grandma Sheila's fa-
vourite holiday. Avery, now 
about four months old, is 
laughing and starting to roll 
over!  

Jeremy and Samantha met at Humber Valley Village Junior 
Middle School, where they both attended since Junior Kin-

dergarten. Jeremy is two 
years older than Saman-
tha. They also attended 
Etobicoke Collegiate to-
gether where their 
friendship grew but after 
graduation, life took 
them in different direc-
tions for a few years. 
They reconnected during 
the pandemic when Jere-
my invited Samantha to 
visit him up north at his 
cottage. A short while 

later, they were married in Markdale and started a family. 
Recently, they bought their first home in Collingwood 
where they have started a property management busi-
ness. In their spare time, they do "do it yourself" projects 
around their home and visit their family cottage, and now, 
of course, they take care of baby Avery.  

As an addition to our new column on “Coincidences”, here 
is a story of 3 families interleaved - Sheila/Samantha’s 
Family, Patricia Vassel and her grandson Tyler and the 
Roper family:  

Samantha and Jeremy were in a group of friends 
at high school, including Jeremy's best friend, Ty-
ler McLean. One day, Samantha said to Tyler "You 
know that our grandmothers are best friends, 
don't you?" That was because Tyler's grandmoth-
er, Patricia Vassel, also from Humber Valley, was 
best friends with Sheila Marshall, Samantha's 
grandmother. They had met way back in 1992 in 
Unit #9. Tyler was confirmed at Humber Valley.  
Sadly, in October 2017, Tyler was tragically killed 
in a terrible incident. Samantha and Jeremy decid-
ed to honour their late friend, by naming their 
baby Avery Tyler Phillips.  

Meanwhile, Sally and Nancy Roper ran the Brown-
ie Pack at Buttonwood Hill Public School from the 
spring of 1972 until the school closed 11 years 
later. Kim, Samantha's Mom, was one of their 
Brownies. They didn't know Kim's Mom, Sheila 
Marshall, very well at that time, but got to know 
and love her via church in subsequent years. 
When they learned that baby Avery didn't arrive 
soon enough to meet his great grandma, they de-
cided to knit him a sweater (Sally) and a blanket 
(Nancy) in his great grandma's place. They were 
thrilled to meet Samantha, Jeremy and Avery 
when they delivered the gifts in mid March. They 
said Sheila would be SO PROUD of the young fam-
ily!  

Samantha misses her Nana dearly but is comforted by the 
years of memories they shared and all the wisdom Sheila 
passed on to her. Sheila will always be remembered as a 
very special Nana.  



              C e lebra t ing  Mur ie l  B a i l ey  
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Muriel Steed was born in Africa on 
May 21, 1922 in the tiny village of 
Dondi in Angola.  Her Dad, Arthur 
Steed Sr, was a minister doing mis-
sionary work in Africa.  Her Mom, 
Edith, was a homemaker.  Muriel was 
the youngest of 4 children.   

Her oldest brother, Arthur Steed Jr, went on to be the first 
Minister of Humber Valley United Church, a position he 
held for 25 years. 

Her next brother, Harold, also became a minister and led 
churches in various towns in southern Ontario, and also 
returned to his childhood home in Angola as a missionary.   

Muriel’s next sibling was Marjorie, but she used her Afri-
can name which was “Kasova”.  Sadly, Kasova just passed 
away in mid-April at the age of 102.   

Muriel was given an African name that meant “What you 
have in the hand you throw away; what you have in the 
heart you keep”, but the name was too long to be practi-
cal, so Muriel stayed with her Canadian name.   

A childhood in Africa definitely generated experiences and 
adventures.  Muriel and her family encountered poisonous 
snakes, one of which was in the sun visor of the car when 
her Dad got in one day!  They met carnivorous animals at 
night, in the days when the roofs of cars were only canvas, 
so didn’t offer much protection.  One night they had to 
vacate their home when a march of red army ants walked 
right through their house! 

Muriel’s 
family cut 
their stay in 
Africa short 
in 1931 
when she 
was 9 years 
old because 
her grand-
mother fell 
ill.  They 
spent a 
year in Eng-
land then 
returned to 
Canada.  
Thankfully, 

her grandma recovered and lived till she was 99 years old.   

Muriel’s Dad’s new church was in Drayton, north of Kitche-
ner-Waterloo. Muriel and Kasova attended the Drayton 
school, a short walk from the manse.  As her Dad moved 
from church to church, Muriel attended York Memorial 
Collegiate for the early part of high school, and finished off 
at Bloor Collegiate. 

 

Muriel became a nurse and was working at the Women’s 
College Hospital  blood bank when a handsome intern 
from Sick Kids, Dr. Lloyd Bailey, dropped by.   

They married in February 1946 and moved to Vancouver 
for several years while Lloyd did his residency.  He had 
been fast-tracked through medical school in order to go to 
war, but thankfully, the war ended before he finished his 
training.  The family moved to Lakefield where he opened 
a family practice.  

Their three sons are now in their seventies. Ron, 75, is a 
retired electrical engineer. His wife, Dianne, is an occupa-
tional therapist working in homecare.  They live in Milton 
and have two children: Todd who trained in computer sci-
ence and Theresa who volunteers at a senior’s home.  The-
resa became deaf from meningitis so the entire family 
learned American Sign Language to communicate with her. 

The family while they were on furlough in Wales  
during their time in Africa: Left to Right: Edith,  

Kasova, Arthur Jr & Sr, Muriel, Harold  

Muriel, in the middle, and two of her high school friends 

in front of York Memorial Collegiate Institute  

Muriel’s Nursing Graduation  and Lloyd & Muriel’s wedding  
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Brian, 72, studied mathe-
matics and enjoyed a career 
at the post office.  Brian 
sang in the HVUC choir for a 
time. He and his wife, Dana, 
who died last year,  lived in 
Toronto during their work-
ing years and had recently 
moved to Apsley.  Their son, 
Neil,  works in the film in-
dustry and lives in Belarus 
with his girlfriend. 

Gord, 70, worked in the oil fields out west but has since 
moved back to Toronto.  He and his wife, Patsy, have a 
daughter, Shyla and a son, Cory.  Shyla and her husband 
have three young children, Easton, Aubrey, and Jett.  

In 1963, the Baileys bought a cottage on Baptiste Lake 
near Bancroft where for 49 years they enjoyed wonderful 
times.  

Lloyd wanted to work in a practice with other doctors so 
he could have more time with his family, better equip-
ment and more local support, so the family moved to To-
ronto.   As mentioned earlier, Muriel’s brother, Arthur 
Steed Jr, was minister at Humber Valley United Church 
and lived in the  manse on Wimbleton.  Muriel and Lloyd 
purchased a house a few properties away at 70 Hartfield 
Road, across from Humber Valley Village School and 
joined our church.  Lloyd worked on Scarlett Road and lat-
er in Rexdale. 

When their eldest, Ron, was in grade 13, Lloyd went to 
England to do a course in Tropical Medicine.  Thereafter, 
Lloyd and Muriel went to Hong Kong to do medical mis-
sionary work for three years.  Ron stayed in Canada to 
continue his education.  Brian and Gord went to Hong 
Kong initially, then returned to Canada a few years later as 
they reached post-secondary age. 

While in Hong Kong, Muriel taught an English class to Chi-
nese students in a school on the mainland, travelling by 
bus and ferry each way each day.   

Every English family in Hong Kong had an ahma, a live-in 
maid.  The poor women were left to sleep on the floor and 
had to be available for service at all times with few days 
off.  Muriel and Lloyd would have no part of this, so down-
sized their kitchen in order to make a bedroom with a bed 
and drawers etc for their maid who was named Atai.  She 

could not believe their kindness and showed her room to 
all her ahma friends. 

At the top of Lantau Island, where the huge international 
airport now sits, there was a small set of stone cottages 
that allowed the missionaries to get away from the in-
tense heat in Hong Kong for a week each year.  All supplies 
and luggage had to be carried up the mountain by porters.  
Muriel and her son Ron walked all the way up into the 
clouds and were dumbfounded at how cool it got - they 
wished they had brought warmer clothes. 

Muriel started her career as a nurse, then became a 
homemaker, and then worked as a librarian at a school in 
North York for 30 years.  When she retired, she began vol-
unteering full time at the library at the E. C. Drury School 
for the Deaf in Milton.  That let her visit her grandchildren 
after school each day.  She volunteered until she was 70 
years old! 

When Muriel was 65, she attended the Milton Fall fair and 
saw a display of paper tolle.  She thought to herself “I can 
learn to do that” and went on to create many magnificent 
pieces, two of which are shown below, with paper shaved 
so thin that it looked like real feathers on birds.  

Muriel loved swimming and even  at the age of 80 she was 

still swimming 45 laps of a regulation sized pool in a single 
visit. 

Lloyd loved his job and continued to practise until he was 
85 years old.  He didn’t like to travel, so Muriel enjoyed 
trips with her children instead.  She did 2 trips to Alaska 
with her longtime friends and joined Ron and his daughter 
Theresa on several trips for deaf people. They would drop 
Theresa off at the event, and then tour the city for the 
weekend.                                     Continued on p. 10             

The Bailey family: Ron, Muriel 
with baby Gord, Lloyd with Brian  
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They got to see Washington, Pittsburgh, New York, Phila-
delphia and other cities. They also visited England and got 
to see relatives there.  

Muriel was an active member of Humber Valley’s UCW 
Unit 2, participated in many events at the church, and 
could be found sitting at the back left of the church on a 
Sunday. She continued to be an active member until she 
broke her hip in 2018.   

Muriel was widowed in April 
2015 when Lloyd passed away.  
Muriel celebrated her 99th 
birthday a year ago with a 
small family event and plans to 
do the same for her 100th this 
year - sadly the pandemic has 
again precluded a large party.   

We look forward to seeing 
Muriel again when the pan-
demic ends.   

 

BEST W ISHES   

FOR YOUR 100 th BIRTHDAY,  

MURIEL ! !  

 

L et ter  f ro m J o rg e  S iq u e ira  
We received this letter from Jorge who has been  
working as a custodian at HVUC since before Christmas. 
Humber Valley United would like to thank Jorge for his 
hard work in taking care of our church premises.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters. 
The leadership of Humber Valley United Church. 

 
"There is a set time for every purpose  

under heaven and on earth."  Ecclesiastes 3. 
 

From April 14, 2022, a new stage of my life begins, a new 

page. I will be dedicating myself to my pastoral ministry 

more intensely. 

 

I want to thank with all my heart all those at Humber Val-

ley Church who have been God's instruments in my life. 

Thank you for every smile, every good morning, every help 

and prayers. I had the great privilege of being loved work-

ing in the house of the Lord. 

 

I will have the great privilege and satisfaction of meeting 

you one day on the same path that leads us to Christ. Our  

community will be open to welcome you in Love at 30 Main 

Street. Brampton. St. Paul United Church. Every Sunday 

1pm until 4pm. Charismatic Episcopal Church of Brazil in 

Canada. Good Shepherd Parish 

 

To my leaders and managers Mrs Jennifer and Mr Sook, I 

am eternally grateful for their friendship, complicity, help, 

comfort, trust, and much much more. 

The comfort that remains in my heart is that every minute 

was intense, very valuable and educational for me. 

Receive my sincere thanks. 

I will always be in prayers for all of you. 

 

With Love, Your servant in Christ. 
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The REDI (Racial Equity, Diversity and Inclusion) committee has written a new Marriage Policy for Humber Valley Unit-
ed Church. This is another step that is required for our congregation becoming an Affirming Church. This Marriage Poli-
cy has been approved by Affirm United and the Board of HVUC. The Congregation will be asked to approve this new 
Marriage Policy during the AGM being held on April 24, 2022. If you have any questions about the new Marriage Poli-
cy, please do not hesitate to reach out to any member of the REDI committee.  

REDI committee members are:  
Allan Orr Co-Chair, Mary Moffat-
Johannson Co-Chair, Anne  
Pietropaolo, Barbara Clarke,  
Catharine Clemens, Constance  
Crosby, George Turnbull, Karen  
Ashforth, Pippa Van der Vliet and 
Trevor Brisbin. 

Marriage Pol icy  

Humber Valley United Church is a place where any two people  
can be married in a Christian ceremony.  
 
Couples of all religious backgrounds and traditions, gender combinations,  
culture, abilities, and economic status are welcome to be married  
at Humber Valley United Church. 
 
In consultation with each couple, we make the ceremony particular to you  
by planning certain aspects around who you are as a couple. 

Bapt ism Policy  

Baptism is a symbolic action that signifies the new life God 
gives us as we join the church community. Baptism uses water 
as a symbolic cleansing that signifies the acceptance of new 
life within the church family. The sacrament of baptism is the 
single rite of initiation into the Christian community, the 
church.  
 
Humber Valley United Church offers baptism to all ages. We 
believe the gift of God's love doesn't depend on our ability to 
understand it, so we baptize people as infants right up through 
adulthood.  
 
With children, instruction is given to parents or sponsors to 
equip them for the child's Christian nurture. During the cere-
mony, which usually takes place as part of a regular worship 
service, everyone in the congregation pledges support for the 
child and their parents.  
 
Persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, economic 
status, racialized groups, ages, cultures and abilities are wel-
comed to be baptized at Humber Valley United church.  
 
Baptism is not a requirement for God's love. We believe peo-
ple who die without baptism are in no way condemned, lost, or 
damned.  
 
Baptism in the United Church is recognized by all denomina-
tions of the Christian church that practice infant baptism.  
If you are seeking baptism for yourself or your child, please 
contact us at hvuc.ca. 

Funeral  Policy  

A funeral is an opportunity to remember 
and give thanks for the life of the person 
who has died. Funerals are a time when we 
remember, grieve, laugh and cry, comfort 
one another in our sorrow, say goodbye 
and find ways to carry that person’s light 
and legacy into the future.  
 
Funerals are a sacred time and an im-
portant time to gather as community, share 
stories, hear words of hope and faith.  
 
Humber Valley United Church believes 
that everyone has a right to a funeral ser-
vice.  
 
Persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, economic status, racialized 
groups, ages, cultures and abilities are 
able to have a Christian funeral service at 
Humber Valley United Church.  
 
If you are seeking a place for a funeral ser-
vice for a loved one, please contact us at 
hvuc.ca.  
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Humber Valley United Church has operated a volunteer 
Stephen Ministry program since March 2017 when our 
first four Stephen Ministers were commissioned.  Since 
then the program has provided counselling and comfort to 
14 people.  On Sunday May 15 three new Stephen Minis-
ters will be commissioned during the morning worship 
service.   

Because there continues to be some uncertainty from 
members of the congregation about the benefits of the 
program and how it might help those in need, it seemed 
timely to provide some more information about Stephen 
Ministry.   To that end, some of our existing Stephen Min-
isters have shared in describing the program based on 
their experiences:  

• This program is truly a "God send." The hymn, "We are 
Pilgrims" (The Servant Song) Voices United 595 really 
highlights what a Stephen Minister does to help sup-
port their care receiver: 

 I will weep when you are weeping, 
 when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow, 
 till we've seen this journey through. 

• “I am lonely, I feel anxious, I am grieving, I feel over-
whelmed, I am worried about the future, I am con-
cerned about a medical diagnosis.” 
Do any of the above problems describe you? 
If your answer is yes, you would probably benefit from 
having a Stephen Minister.   

• Someone non-threatening and steeped in the Chris-
tian Faith.  Trained to listen, to empathize, to care, to 
pray with you and for you, to explore new possibilities, 
to encourage and to shoulder your burdens along with 
you, in complete confidence.  Someone who is never 
more than a phone call away. 

• As Jesus might say, “I was sad and she comforted me, I 
was lonely and he came to visit, I was grieving and she 
gave me hope.” 

• What’s so special about being a Stephen Minister is 
that there is no “one size fits all” approach to working 
with our care receivers.  The program allows us to tai-
lor our approach to working with each care receiver 
according to their needs.  We identify these needs 
through patient listening as we discover the unique 
issues facing each person we work with and try to 
help. 

• For example, we might be working with someone 
whose spouse is suffering from dementia and who will 
have to be admitted to a long term care facility leaving 
the care receiver trying to cope with living on their 
own after many years of happy marriage.  Or we might 
be working with someone who has suffered numerous 
health issues, is feeling glum and down and wondering 
what their future life holds for them. They need to 
regain their confidence and optimism and to know 
that they need not face this time on their own without 
someone to share their concerns and perhaps share a 
new perspective which gives them renewed hope for 
the future. 

• Stephen Ministry is like in-depth pastoral care.  
Meetings between a care-receiver and a Stephen Min-
ister normally occur weekly and might be spread over 
several months depending on the unique needs of 
each care-receiver.  And it is 100 per cent confidential. 

• Each Stephen Minister receives 50 hours of training 
which provides many tools and approaches to use 
along with a strong Christian faith that can bring reas-
surance to our care receivers.   

• As we progressed through the Stephen Ministry train-
ing manuals and books, it became clear that this was a 
great sales training course. It's practical, down to 
earth and relatable to everyone we meet in life. There 
is a huge emphasis on the power of  listening (not on 
telling), within the care giving process. 

• So please remember that you are not alone. We are 
here to journey with you. “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you.”  Isaiah 43:2-3 (ESV) 



The sun be shining  

The sky be light blue 

I find,  I'm overwhelmed  

To reconnect  with you 

 

The scents of spring 

Fill the pockets of air 

Flowers are blooming  

They're  now, everywhere  

 

Though this past winter was  hard 

And way too cold 

God smiled and sent 

His heart of  gold 

 

The birds are now  back 

They're singing their tune 

To enlighten us  

Time passes too soon 

 

From the thrones of Heaven 

High in the sky 

God could hear us crying  

As we rushed by 

God spoke: 

Where ever you’re going 

Whatever you  need 

Remember,  I bred life into you 

I control the seed 

 

So go ahead, my child 

You  don't need to let go  

Embrace each other 

I tell you, this so 

 

Family is waiting 

Friends are too  

They want to share your life 

And your love too 
 

I am here for you 

Whenever you need 

I love you dearly 

Let us, be 
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Who are Humber Valley’s Stephen Ministers  and Stephen Leaders? 

The current Humber Valley Stephen Ministers are Andrea Van der Vliet, Barbara Clarke, David Dallimore, Deborah 
Turnbull, and Judith Dallimore.  

The three Humber Valley members to be commissioned as Stephen Ministers on May 15 are Anne Pietropaolo, Brian 
Goodman and Licia Meldrum. 

Our three Stephen Leaders, responsible for the program and the training of Stephen Ministers at Humber Valley, will 
be pleased to hear from you if you believe you might benefit from talking with a Stephen Minister. They are Joanne 
Stenerson, Lynn Manning and Mary Moffat-Johansson.  You may also wish to contact our minister, Rev. Dr. Trevor Bris-
bin. 

So don’t suffer alone any longer!  Call one of our Stephen Leaders and they will start the ball rolling.  No problem is too 
big or too small for the comfort of your own Stephen Minister. 

Apri l  i s   
National  Poetry  Month  

 

We are  so  f or tuna te  to  have   

a  very  f i ne  poet   

i n  our  congregat ion ,   

Gayle  Taylor .  

She  re f l ec t s  on  her  l i f e   

and  her  f a i t h  i n  a  way   

we can  a l l  share .  

The  CBC has  pub l i shed  a  l i s t  o f  

22  debu t  poe try   

co l lec t i ons  f rom emerg ing  

wr i t er s  publ i shed  over  t he  pas t  

year .   Y ou  may  be  i n te res t ed  

i n  r eading  t hem.  

Cl i ck  here .  

And God Gave Us 

https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.6410277


              Grow ing  Toge ther  
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Introducing the HVUC Community Urban Vegetable Gardening Club!! 

Come join us Tuesday April 19th in Steed Hall at 11am for our first urban vegetable growing workshop! 

We will dive into the following topics: 

• Finding the perfect name for our new club! 

• Growing vegetables, herbs, and edible flowers from seed 

• How to start seeds indoors 

• Companion planting based on the Indigenous story of the Three Sisters 

• The benefits of composting and soil health 

• What our HVUC Urban Community Garden will be planting this growing 
season 

We will be meeting up monthly in Steed Hall at 11am throughout the grow-
ing season on Tuesdays.   Mark it in your calendars, spread the word, and 
come whenever you can: 

April 19th, May 24th, June 21st, July 19th, August 16th, September 20th, October 18th.  

All are welcome! Kind Regards, 

416-937-8576 

ERT – Emergency Response Training 

ERT – Emergency Response Teams 

www.ert-cpr.com 

“Helping You Help Others” 

Ga rd en in g  T h eme    
Yel low  a n d  Blu e  

In solidarity with Ukraine  
Humber Valley’s Spring plantings  
feature yellow and blue pansies.  

 
 
Susanne Hynes planted two flats of pansies in the beds by 
the new electronic signs.  
Carolyn Whiteside  featured blue and yellow pansies in our 
planters. 

http://www.ert-cpr.com/
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The playing of handbells has been a much appreciated 
feature of Humber Valley worship services for about sixty 
years.   The group has been known variously as the “Bell 
Tones”, the “Handbell Choir” and the current name of the 
“Handbell Ensemble”.  Sometimes we have even been 
known as the “DINGALINGS”! 

Sets of handbells ranging up to five octaves have been 
popular in England and the United States since the nine-
teenth century as a group method for producing melodies 
and simple harmonies.  There are hundreds of active 
handbell choirs around the world and many in our sister 
churches in Etobicoke.  Humber Valley currently has four 
octaves of English Handbells manufactured by Schullerich 
of Selleville, Pennsylvania.  

Handbells at Humber Valley were championed initially by 
Rev. Arthur Steed in the early days of the church following 
the donation of two octaves of bells by a member of the 
congregation.  A third octave was donated by the Official 
Board in 1975 in memory of David Vanzandt Gould, the 18 
year old son of Raymond and Marion Gould.  A plaque 
commemorating this donation can be found on the wall of 
the Narthex close to the elevator entrance.  A fourth oc-
tave of bells was subsequently given by the Humber Valley 
congregation.  

For a short while, the first conductor of the handbells was 
Ruth MacBeth, a member of the congregation and mother 
of Wendy MacBeth.   Later, Rev. Arthur Steed took over as 
director of the handbells with some assistance from Ray-
mond Gould, our organist and Director of Music at that 
time.  Upon Rev. Steed’s departure from Humber Valley in 
1974, Raymond Gould conducted the Bell Tones, as they 
were then called, until his retirement in 1998.  Not only 
was Raymond’s wife, Marion, a member of the Bell Tones, 
but she also hand-prepared the music based on Ray-
mond’s unique handbell arrangements. 

Throughout the life of the Bell Tones, regular appearances 
were made during church services, in the annual Festival 
of Song and the Christmas Candlelight Carol Services.  Oc-
casional performances were also made at community 
events outside of Humber Valley including a performance 
in Roy Thompson Hall of Benjamin Britten’s ‘Noah’s Ark’ 
with a section of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 

After Raymond Gould’s retirement the handbells fell large-
ly silent until Paul Chant’s arrival as our Minister of Music 
in 2006.   Paul became very enthusiastic about the oppor-
tunity to rebuild the handbell group which then became 

known as the Handbell Ensemble. Judith Dallimore, a long 
time handbell member, agreed to take on the task of as-
signing the bells to each player for each piece of music 
and also for specially arranging music when needed.  

After Paul’s departure from Humber Valley in 2018 we 
wondered what the future of our handbell group might 
be.  But not to worry. Jill Fillion, who ably led our choir 
and played for worship services quickly embraced the 
Handbell Ensemble.  Even though Jill had no previous ex-
perience with handbells, she has become a very dedicat-
ed, enthusiastic and much admired leader.  Her accompa-
nist and conducting skills and finely tuned ear are out-
standing. 

Over the years, some 60 members of the congregation of 
all ages have played handbells.  They have enjoyed not 
only learning and developing the skill of playing but also 
knowing that they have brought much pleasure to mem-
bers of the congregation during worship services and oth-
er events.  And this year we have played at morning wor-
ship services in Martin Grove and Roncesvalles United 
Churches.  

Current members of the Handbell Ensemble are Alanna 
Goodman, Allan Jones, David Dallimore, Judith Dallimore, 
Kathy Kitchen, Lucy Maitland, Margaret Wallis and  
Susanne Goodman.  And, of course, our leader and  
conductor, Jill Diane Filion.  We are a very enthusiastic 
team of players and we are always open to new members 
joining the group.  The only skills required are an ability to 
read music and to count. Jill or Judith would be pleased to 
talk to you further if you would like to consider playing 
handbells.        

• What is another name for a handbell director? 
RING LEADER 

• Did you hear about the handbell player who fell in the 
swimming pool? 
RINGING WET 

• Do you know the name of the Florida citrus growers’ 
handbell choir? 
THE ORANGE PEALS 

• What do you call a handbell on a horse? 
The LONE RINGER 



             H i ke  f o r  Ho sp ic e  —  June  12 ,  2022  
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Humber Valley United Church’s annual and outstanding 
support for our community partner, THE DOROTHY LEY 
HOSPICE, is coming May 15 to June 12.  This will be the 
sixth consecutive year that all of us, as HVUC Margo 
Marchers, will have the opportunity to demonstrate our 
commitment to community partnerships through the vari-
ous Hike for Hospice activities and donations. 

HVUC has been a major supporter of The Dorothy Ley Hos-
pice ever since its inception over 30 years ago.  Many 
HVUC individuals and families have been recipients of the 
compassionate end-of-life care that the Hospice provides 
in our community.  Our Hike for Hospice Team (all of us, 
really, at HVUC) was named in memory of Margo Watt by 
her HVUC friends six years ago.  Our support of the Hos-
pice has been unwavering during that time and this year 
the Hospice Executive Director, Dipti Purbhoo, has asked 
to join us on Sunday, May 29. Dipti will bring the gratitude 
of the entire Dorothy Ley Hospice and present us with a 
plaque that recognizes our years of support at the new 
Patron level. 

The actual Hike for Hospice 2022 will happen at the Hos-
pice on Sunday, June 12 and as is our custom, we will do 
our famous, innovative satellite “Hike”, one lap around 
the church, right after that Sunday morning service.  
Please be sure to save the date and come prepared to 
hike, walk or stroll once around the church, showing our 
community support for The Dorothy Ley Hospice.  Re-
member our slogan:  “since we are hiking on holy ground, 
we can declare our one lap hike around the church is 
whatever distance we choose.” 

During the four week Hike campaign, mid May to mid 
June, we will bring you information about palliative hos-
pice care, specifically as it relates to The Dorothy Ley Hos-
pice here in Etobicoke.  We will call this information Pallia-
tive Pearls.  For this issue of Connections, Palliative Pearl 
Number One:   

In the Ontario Medical Association’s recent Prescription 
for Ontario, Ontario’s palliative care doctors have called 
for sweeping changes to a broken system.  In order to en-
sure appropriate end-of-life care for every Ontarian, that 
care must shift from acute care hospitals to quality pallia-
tive care either at home in the community or in residential 
hospices.  What wasn’t mentioned is the fact that every 
hospice, including The Dorothy Ley Hospice, must raise 
additional funds each year to provide their palliative ser-
vices.  In the case of DLH, that is over one million dollars 

each year.  We, as HVUC Margo Marchers, have the op-
portunity to continue contributing to that mission. 

DR. DOROTHY LEY:  

WE WILL NOT LEAVE YOU.   
WE WILL WATCH WITH YOU.   

WE WILL BE THERE. 

Your HVUC Margo Marchers organizing team is Barbara 
Clarke, Ron Crago, Sally Jo Martin, Wendy Oliver. 
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The Communications Committee at HVUC is working on 
reaching out to our own congregation and to the wider 
world. We do this through our social media efforts, our 
newsletters, the outside signs, and through our many 
community activities. We feel that the work of this com-
mittee, which created (and oversees)  our social media 
presence, our newsletters, and our promotional materials, 
has contributed to the expanded reach of this worshipping 
community. Our work has included creating a new logo 
and consistent branding.   

Connections and KIT 

Bimonthly: It was decided to publish Connections every 
two months (6 per year) instead of monthly. We have 
published ten (instead of twelve) in 2021-22 because of 
COVID restrictions. The Committee thought we don’t need 
to publish monthly now that restrictions are being lifted. 
KIT is keeping the congregation informed every week. 

April edition of Connections. Because both editors were 
out of town for the second half of March there was no 
edition of Connections in March.  

We are seeking advertisers for Connections and encour-
age advertisers to pay for a whole year rather than per 
edition. We offer business cards, half page and full page 
ads with reductions for yearly ads. If you know of anyone 
who might like to advertise in Connections please contact 
susanne@hyneslegal.ca . 

We will continue to publish KIT every week. Thanks to 
Kelly for making this a very useful and well-designed 
weekly newsletter for the church.  

Bulletin Boards 

The Bulletin Boards in the church have been refreshed. 
The Committee discussed the importance of impact:  too 
much information on Bulletin Boards means people don’t 
look at anything. The many notices on the office window 
have also been removed and/or moved to appropriate 
bulletin boards.  

Outside Signs 

Our outside sign ministry continues to be very effective. 
Messages about faith, events, and other things of interest 
to those passing by are being posted and changed often. 
Thank you to Deb Turnbull and Kelly Wells for this minis-

try.  

Social Media 

Drew Brown has taken the lead on this ministry which 
seeks to inform our audience about our church and what 
we care about.  

Posters and Promotions 

Kelly is working with groups to make posters and slides 
about events at the church. We really appreciate her tal-
ent. If you are planning an event, please be sure to contact 
Kelly early.  

Hymn Sing Link 

A link to our hymn sing channel on YouTube has been add-
ed to our website – in the 55+ section.  

Social Media Statistics 

• Our social media statistics indicate that Humber Valley 
is reaching a lot of people electronically. Many of 
them are in our own congregation, but we are also 
reaching our to a broader audience. 

• For the Sundays from January 9 to Feb. 27, when the 
services were all on YouTube, we had a total of 1,529 
views. That’s an average of 191 views per service. As 
expected those numbers have decreased now that we 
are worshipping in person again but are still around 80 
per service. In-person attendance statistics are availa-
ble elsewhere. 

• The Hymn Sings (available on a YouTube channel ) are 
streamed on the first Saturday of the month. The 
three available for 2022 have been viewed 268 times 
for an average of 90 views per hymn sing. 

• Our website is getting about 150 visits per week since 
the beginning of 2022. 

• In the last 28 days we have had 231 views of our Face-
book page.  

mailto:susanne@hyneslegal.ca


              U FOs  are  C ra f ter s  
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We’ve been busy and have some great results as the UFO 
Crafters group continues to make lovely articles for friends 
and family.  Here are some of our recently completed pro-
jects. 

Lynn Manning made a purple 
infinity scarf for her daughter, 
Sara, and a spring dress for 
her grand daughter Aisling.  
Notice the pretty daisy on the 
front and all the buttons on 
the back of the dress. 

 

 

 

Carol Bruce has designed and created customized book-
marks for several of her friends, some of whom are church 
members:  

 

 

 

 

 

Lori Catalano often makes baby gifts for friends of her 
adult children.  Most recently, she’s made an outfit and 
blanket for a baby girl whose Mom doesn’t like pink.  No-
tice that Lori knitted a pattern into each square of the 
blanket - a ballerina, a butterfly, the moon and stars, a 
kitty, a puppy, a teddy etc.  There are 16 squares all to-
gether.  Aren’t the shoes cute as buttons?  And the ruffle 
on the sweater too! 

The UFOs are always interested in hats for cancer patients 
and prayer shawls. If anyone is looking for a project, 
please consider making these. Anyone is welcome to join 
us, please look for the link in Keeping in Touch.  

Carol’s crafts, on the left,  include bookmarks for friends:  
Penny and Quinn Penguin; Spade, Hearts, Diamonds and 
Clubs; Joy and Hope Fishes; and a Baseball and Mitt . 
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We are so excited to welcome spring and to have a whole 
new season of programs to share. We are pleased to wel-
come back fitness instructor Cristina who is now offering a 
virtual class on Mondays at 2 pm. This is a great addition 
to the fun and energizing class with Lena on Wednesdays 
at 3 pm. Many of our own HVUC community, as well as 
many friends from the wider community love these clas-
ses and it’s a great way to keep active, healthy and having 
fun! Each weekday we have options to keep you moving 
with Fitness, Yoga and Seated Dance.  

Now that the weather is getting warmer, we are planning 
some outdoor activities, such as a walk to see the blos-
soms at Centennial Park on Thurs April 22 and the Lilac 
Festival at Royal Botanical Gardens on Thursday May 19th , 
and Brueckner Rhododendron Gardens on Thursday June 
9th. Rides are available so please let us know if you would 
like to join us!  

On Saturday April 30th we are hosting a Spring Rising Re-
treat day at James Gardens and HVUC, with our guest fa-
cilitator Christa Hesselink from Soulplay. Our walking med-
itation group has enjoyed using Christa’s resource 
“Walking Church” and we’d love for you to join us for the 
retreat day or for our weekly walks on Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30-10:30. 

We are also excited to offer a daytrip by bus with Mary 
Morton tours, to Stratford to see the hit of the season 
“Chicago”. A roast beef lunch at Parkview United Church is 
included!  

All our regular programs are continuing with something 
for everyone! Please check out the full program guide and 
give us a call so we can help you find a program that’s 
right for you! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErfuiopj0oEtStRFScSJzog8fj44-xXyph
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/966a21_2472eb757cac4e509e429498f3756730~mv2.jpg
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Have you ever witnessed an event where you said “What 
was the chance of that happening”?  If so, then this new 
article series is for you!  Send us your stories (via nan-
cy.roper@sympatico.ca), and we’ll print them in an up-
coming newsletter.  Here are a few to get you started …. 
some that are fairly simple, others that are really pretty 
mind-boggling! 

Five High Park  

I was in charge of new Judges’ training for Figure Skating in 
Central Ontario for a decade starting in 1986.  When I 
asked one of our super-keen new judges for her address, it 

was 5 High Park Apt #10.  What a surprise!  That was the 
EXACT apartment that my mom and her parents lived in 
shortly after they moved to Toronto in 1942. 

Camp Oochigeas at the Amsterdam Airport  

In 2004, I led a Girl Guide adult trip to “Our Chalet”, which 
is the Girl Guide World Centre in Switzerland.  We had a 
multi-hour stopover at the Amsterdam airport, so several 
of us did some exploring while we waited.  Amsterdam 
Airport has an incredi-
bly long moving side-
walk and as I headed 
out to look around, a 
gent coming towards 
me on the movator 
boomed out “C is for 
CAMP” which was a line 
from a song that we 
had created in my last year as a councillor at Camp Oochi-
geas in 2002 … “C is for CAMP, and A is for All the People”.  
The gent coming towards me was a councillor from one of 
the other cabins.   

What was the chance of his being in the Amsterdam Air-
port at the same time as me?  What was the chance of his 
being on the movator at just the right time for us to pass 

one another?  Had we been walking the same direction, 
we would never have met up.  What was the chance of his 
recognizing me, 2 years later and so far out of place in a 
Girl Guide International Travel Uniform vs a swimsuit? 

The movator was so long that we had no opportunity to 
hop off and say hello, but I will always remember the 
belting voice belting out “C is for CAMP”! 

Unexpected Reunion from a New Zealand 
Cruise - a Roper / Koziak Story 

Sally and Nancy Roper host a dinner party in May each 
year:  The same group of ladies has been coming for sever-
al decades.  One year, when we sent out the invitations, 
Jean Koziak RSVP’d with disappointment because they 
were hosting a friend from BC and he was bringing his 
wife, so Jean said she wouldn’t be able to come.  We said 
“Bring her along” and Jean was delighted. 

Things were a little chaotic that week and we didn’t man-
age to get a seating plan made, so the ladies chose their 
own seats.  Our friend, Carol wound up sitting next to 
Jean’s friend and struck up a conversation:  

Carol: “Where exactly are you from in BC?” 

Jean’s Friend “White Rock.” 

Carol: “We know some people from White Rock: we sat at 
the same table on a cruise in New Zealand a few years 
back.” 

At that point, the ladies 
did a double-take and 
gaffawed with laughter.  
They had met before on 
a cruise ship on the oth-
er side of the world! 

What was the chance that they wound up at the same din-
ner party?  What was the chance that they wound up 
sitting side by side so they could chat?  And isn’t it lucky 
that the conversation moved in such a direction that they 
figured it out? 

More tales to follow in future newsletters. 
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Magic, Mystery and Wonder!   
Sunday, May 1, 2:00pm 

Fun, laughter and wonderment for all is coming our way 
with an incredible, family-friendly theatrical show of magic 
and mystery. Join us in the Sanctuary for this not-to-be-
missed fundraiser. Special guests, David Peck and Phil 
Pivnick will present an amazing display of magic and enter-
tainment to delight every age!  

Ticket Prices are: Child (12 and under) free when accom-
panied by an adult; Adult $20; Student (age 13-25) $10. 
Tickets may be purchased at Eventbrite.ca and on Sunday 
mornings at church. Tickets may also be purchased from 
Kelly, in the church office, with exact change or cheque. If 
any remaining, tickets may be purchased at the door. 
Kindly note that it is recommended to buy tickets early 
(due to the seating cap), so as not to be disappointed. 

In accordance with COVID precautions, masks will be re-
quired, the show will run 60-75 minutes without intermis-
sion, and no refreshments will be served.  

 

Bring and Buy Sale   
Saturday, May 14, 9:00 – 11:00 AM  

A new twist on an old theme. The concept is simple. You 
bring something with which you are willing to part, you 
buy something if you choose. All items will be priced at 
either $10.00 or $20.00; no bargaining, so please make 
sure your sale item is likely to be considered worth that 
much.  

You may bring up to ten items, which could be gently-used 
household or decorative items, your crafts, or home bak-
ing. At the end of the sale, anything that did not sell goes 
back home with the person who brought it. All proceeds 
go to the church.  

If the weather cooperates, we hope to have tables on the 
front lawn, and passersby will be invited to buy (but not 
bring). If it rains, the sale will be in Steed Hall.  

Start thinking now about what you might wish to contrib-
ute. We will look forward to a sunny day. If you have any 
questions, please contact Judith Dallimore 416-803-8204. 

The HVUC Fundraising Committee wants to remind you of  
two new and exciting fundraising ventures coming up very soon. 

https://www.hvuc.ca/so/ecN-1vtj1/c?w=ep43j6LeBag0R4_h5iGbY2GIgDYUjvf6T5t06oweoes.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jYS9lL21hZ2ljLW15c3Rlcnktd29uZGVyLWEtZmFtaWx5LWZyaWVuZGx5LW1hZ2ljLXNob3ctdGlja2V0cy0zMDQwNTc1ODM0MTciLCJyIjoiMDMzNTE2ODUtY2ViNC00MGI5LTE0MT
https://www.hvuc.ca/so/ecN-1vtj1/c?w=19C6sqb6eIdFLwj_Xo_iD2tfR5XbDCXPyjdd3OjCUQM.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmp1ZGl0aGRhbGxpbW9yZUByb2dlcnMuY29tIiwiciI6IjdiNmY5ODZlLTg1ZmYtNDRmOC1iZDZhLWQ3NzJjYjFmOGIwZSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImFmYzVmYmE0LWE4OTYtNGRmYy1iNjRlLWNjNDBhNzJjZj
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/304057583417
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                COVID GOT US   

Dear  Friends:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

I’m sad to report the cancellation of 
Bids ’N Bites again for a third year.  
We made a valiant effort to sell tables 
and sign up volunteers, but the num-
bers were just not there.  

We had promised the Executive that 
if we didn’t get 20 tables (about half 
of our usual turn-out) we would can-
cel.   

By this weekend we were at 11 tables 
-with a promise of 2 more if it really 
went ahead.  It didn’t look as if we 
would make  close to 7 more in the 
next couple of days. Unit 7 does re-
quire some lead time to order in 
sandwich fixings etc. 

There is still a lot of hesitancy  in both 
ticket buyers and volunteers to get 
involved with the current COVID clime. 

So, we have cancelled.  All the ticket holders will be called 

by Jill Kershaw, and arrange-
ments made to return their             
money.   

Perhaps you can persuade people 
to shuffle  (pardon the pun) their 
card playing friends over to our 
Royal Jubilee Tea Party  on Sun-
day, June 5th. 

I’m sorry to do this, Sylvia Cohen 
and I worked hard to make it hap-
pen, but it’s better for our friends 
to stay safe and well.  

We hope that the same volunteer 
commitments you were prepared 
to make for Bids ’N Bites” will get 
passed along to June 5th’s tea 
party.  

 
 

Cheers 

 

More  Adventu res   
fo r  Grands  and  To ts    

Apr i l  20 th  a t  J ames  Gardens !  
Colby,  Madd ie  and  Ca lv in  
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Our four grandsons are all in their twenties now and busy 
with exams at university. However Bailey, a yellow Lab, is 
only nine years old so still enjoys the Easter egg hunt.  

I made one of her favourite treats, rolled the dough and cut 
it into dogbone shaped “cookies“. The plastic Easter eggs 
were still on the shelf in the closet so, this year, we put 
“Bailey treats“ in them. Nancy distributed them in the 
woods at the back door of the cottage and we went outside 
to watch the fun. Sara had a wicker basket ready to store 
the eggs when they were found. Jim had his camera ready.  

Bailey saw an egg, went over to sniff it, picked it up and, 
with direction, went to Sara and put it in the basket. Having 
learned the new system, she sniffed around the area, find-
ing more eggs and delivering them to Sara‘s basket. A few 
mistakes were made but, on correcting her, Bailey managed to get all ten eggs into the basket.  

Bailey is on a relatively strict diet but Jim indicated Easter was an exception so she enjoyed her homemade treats.  

Gir l  Gu ides  of  Canada  
25  Year,  S i lve r  Ann ive r sa ry  P in  

 

Congratulations to Claire Hatje, our Sunday School Leader, for receiving a 25 
year silver anniversary pin for her involvement in the Girl Guides of Canada.   

Claire was a Brownie, Guide, Pathfinder and Rang-
er before going away to University. Upon her re-
turn she became a leader with the 509th Guides 
at Humber Valley UC and currently continues in 
that role.  

“Next year Maddie will be a Spark! Can’t wait till she’s 
Guide age and in my unit! “ - Claire 



Valerie Wood 416-937-8576   valerie@ert-cpr.com         Mike Wood 647-883-1999   mike@ert-cpr.com 

Book Your ONLINE Training Today 416-937-8576  info@ert-cpr.com 

 Online Online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Goodman  

Clerk of  Session  

Humber  Val ley Uni ted  

bgoodmanyyz@gmail.com   

There is freedom 

Waiting for you 

On the breezes 

Of the sky, 

And you ask, 

“What if I fall?” 

Oh but my darling, 

What if you fly? 
-Erin Hanson 
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mailto:bgoodmanyyz@gmail.com
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David L. Hynes 
B.Sc., B.Ed., J.D. 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary 

Specializing in 
Wills, estates and real estate transactions 

 

Suite 602                                      Tel. 416 639-1905 

10 Four Seasons Place                Fax. 416 639-1470 

Etobicoke, M9B 2B1                 david@hyneslegal.ca 

 

Original Oil Paintings and Sculpture – Frames – Prints 

Limited Editions – Custom Framing – Restoration Work 

35 Chauncey Avenue Toronto Ontario M8Z 2Z2     

Tel. (416) 239-5427         

     www.westmountgallery.com                             westmountgallery@bellnet.ca  

Gallery Ltd. 
W e s t m o u n t  

 

mailto:david@hyneslegal.ca
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A Lifetime in 

Humber Valley, 

Part of a 

Great 

Neighbourhood! 

Place your Business Card Here. 

If you would like to advertise in  
Humber Valley’s newsletter, Connections, 

contact susanne@hyneslegal.ca 

mailto:susanne@hyneslegal.ca
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Dear Friends,  

This Easter year sees a very difficult one for our world. The turmoil 
caused by COVID is ongoing with disruption to our economy and lives, 
and now a horrifying war is being waged on Ukraine.  

 
These coloured eggs (done in a wax resist method with melted beeswax) 
that I have been making for almost half a century are ‘Ukrainian’ style 

Easter eggs. Although I do not have a drop of Ukrainian blood in me, I 
have enjoyed the ritual of copying their ideas with the thought that they 

are sent to each of you as signs of love and respect and bring good wishes 
for the coming year.  
 

This one still carries that wish from me to you.  
 

But this year seems even more important as Ukraine is fighting for its life.  
 
The legend goes that evil takes the form of a dragon, chained to a rock. 

The chains are kept tight by the creation of Easter eggs or pysanky as 
they are called. In years when many pysanky are decorated, the chains 
are kept strong, but if few pysanky are made, the chains loosen and may 

even break, freeing evil to spread across the land. I have the feeling that 
not very many Ukrainian ladies will have the luxury of making their beau-

tiful eggs this year, so I am making all of mine in the hopes of helping to 
keep the dragon ‘at bay.’  
 

My son suggested that since these were 
Ukrainian eggs, I should make my eggs this 
year in blue and yellow, the colours of the 

Ukrainian flag, and use a sunflower theme, 
as sunflowers are the national flower of 

Ukraine.  

Let’s hope they might help bring a peaceful 

outcome for the future of Ukraine and its 

people.  
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