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DAFFODIL  TIME
Following our spring tradition, 
pots of daffodils will be placed 
in the church to celebrate the 
joy of Easter Sunday morning, 
and delivered immediately 
following the service, to ill, be-
reaved and shut-in members of 
the community.  Donations to 
cover the cost of the flowers,
made in memory of or in hon-
our of your loved ones, would 
be appreciated and acknowl-
edged. Cost of $10 per pot can 
be left in the office. 

Volunteer delivery drivers will 
be needed on Sunday, April 9th 
if you are available.

Episode 3 and Humber Valley

Did you see episode 3?  Everyone’s talking about it.

Crave’s new show, “The Last of Us,” is a post-apocalyptic, zombie series, based on a 
video game… but it’s also so much more.  When episode 3 was released at the end 
of January, the world took notice that this was a different kind of zombie show.  

In episode 3, there are no zombie attacks, no jump scares.  Instead, the entire epi-
sode is the story of two middle aged men (Bill and Frank), each on their own path 
to survive the dark disaster the world has become.  After a chance meeting, the 
two men discover a romantic attraction toward each other and the entire episode 
becomes the story of them falling in love, growing old together and sharing life. It’s 
a profoundly beautiful love/human story unfolding in the horror of a zombie world.  

This one episode has gone viral – everyone’s talking about it.  Late night talk shows, 
social media… episode 3 is everywhere.  Because it flipped the script on what a 
zombie show is supposed to be.  It has captured our collective imagination.  

There is a lot of resonance between episode 3 and all we can become at Humber 
Valley.  As I watched Bill and Frank embrace and kiss for the first time in the show, 
I couldn’t help but think of the significance of becoming an Affirming Church on 
January 22nd.  To be a faith community that bears the name of Jesus and celebrates 
love inclusively, is extraordinary.  How great it is to be a Christian community that 
genuinely celebrates love like Bill’s and Frank’s.  

What really struck me about episode 3 however, was the contrast between Bill and 
Frank’s beautiful life together and the constant danger and threat posed by the 
zombie world they inhabited. They lived relentlessly aware of the precariousness of 
their existence. They loved each other amidst the risks.

(Continued on page 2)

Rev. Trevor Brisbin, Allan Orr and Deb Turnbull receive HVUC’s Affiming Church 
designation from  Jeffrey Dale (right) on January 22.



Page 2 Pancake Tuesday:   It  takes a Vil lage

It has been a few years since we have had a Pancake Sup-
per. Thank you to everyone who helped to make this such a 
great event. We had more than 85 in attendance and about 
40 stayed to watch the movie, “Chocolat.” 

• Thank you to Cheryl and Lynn for organizing the dinner 
and to Licia for organizing the movie.

• Thank you to Kelly for making the posters and to Drew 
and Trevor who provided tech support for the movie. 

• Thank you to Barbara, Peter and Charlotte who helped 
sell tickets. 

• Thank you to the greeters: Ron and  Charlotte.
• Thank you to the kitchen team: Cheryl, Barbara, Kathy, 

Sally Jo, Virginia, Anders, Magnus, Mary, Judy, Murray, 
Michelle, Catherine, David, and Joan.

• Thank you to Lorraine who did all the decorating and to 
Hakim and Augustus for setting up and taking down the 
tables. 

• Thank you to the team organizing the movie treats: 
Licia, Kate, Oliver, Sophie, Cameron, and Alexis. 

• Also, thank you to anyone I have missed.

A true time of fellowship with long-time members and new 
attendees and people from the community participating in 
a wonderful evening of fellowship. 

Blessings, Deb

(Continued from page 1)

Isn’t that a beautiful picture for what church should be in 
this world?  

The church cannot negate the risk or quell the difficulties 
of life.  Church is not an escape into comfort and ease.  
But the church can be the place where love, kindness, 
acceptance, and compassion are relentlessly embraced 
and practised amongst the risks and complexities of the 
world.  When we go all in on loving each other, caring for 
our neighbours and being a place of welcome, we flip the 
script on what church has too often become.

The cliché of church as an irrelevant, outdated institu-
tion; more concerned with the past than the present, 

gets turned upside down – instead the church becomes a 
movement of risk and adventure, pressing into the dangers 
with faith and love.  

If two men lived such beauty and goodness in the middle 
of a zombie world, just imagine what we could do by lov-
ing well in the real world!  

This Lenten season, we are committing to being beacons 
of love and kindness in our neighbourhoods.  Each Thurs-
day, you will be invited to participate in an opportunity to 
demonstrate the love of God in tangible ways to the peo-
ple around you.  There will be a different opportunity pre-
sented each week.  Watch your email feed and tune into 
our Sunday live streams to follow along and participate.  

Rev. Trevor Brisbin

Post-Apocalypse Love Story Provides Lessons for an Affirming Church

As co-editors, Susanne and I love 
to hear from you. Contact us at 
colleen.isherwood26@gmail.com 
or susanne@hyneslegal.ca 

Colleen Isherwood

mailto:colleen.isherwood26%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:susanne%40hyneslegal.ca?subject=


Page 3Affirming Sunday — January 22,  2023!

On Sunday, Jan. 22, Humber Valley 
celebrated the honour of receiving the 
designation, Affirming Church.

This is why we do what we do. And this 
is why we say each week: “Whoever you 
are, wherever you’re from, whatever 
you’ve done or perhaps left undone, 
whomever you love, or however you 
identify — you are welcome here. YOU 
BELONG HERE.”

Friends and family joined this celebra-
tion, which included a special service 
featuring Jeffrey Dale, Minister, Justice 

and Faith Formation, United Church of 
Canada, as our special guest. 

George Turnbull provided an amazing 
interpretive dance. Sara McCallum and 
her partner Amanda  told the story of 
their acceptance as a gay couple here at 
our church. 

We also had a reception, featuring Mi-
mosas and an enormous cake. There was 
singing, dancing, and of course fellow-
ship and love at the reception! 

Colleen Isherwood

Alexis and Maddie with their flags.

Andrea Ostvik Van der Vliet and Kate Brown.

Deb Turnbull and Hanna Lim.

George Turnbull, who performed a dance during the service.

Reverend Trevor Brisbin with 
special guest, Jeffrey Dale.
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Friends enjoy the Affirming Church Celebration.

Marnie Bradshaw and Ruth Johnson.

Amanda (left) Sara McCallum. 

The Mimosa Crew: Constance, Karen and Blair

Valley Voices Community Choir. Licia Meldrum with Rainbow Flag.

The Affirming Church 
designation means Humber 
Valley United Church is en-
titled to use the symbol at 
right. We are now incorporat-
ing the symbol in our 
our promotional materials 
and social media.



Page 5Valley Voices  takes i ts  show to ret irement homes

There is no shortage of singing opportunities for the 
Valley Voices Community Choir. At least once a month we 
sing in the Church Services. We’re continuing the Hymn 
Sing tradition but changing the date and time and calling 
it “Afternoon Vespers.” As part of our outreach, we are 
taking our latest show, dubbed Vintage Vinyl, on the road 
to retirement and nursing homes. And we’re also planning 
a musical titled “Seasons of Love,” plus a Live and Silent 
Auction on Saturday, May 13.

Our coming retirement home shows are as follows:
• Tues., March 14: Parkland on Eglinton, in the Bistro 

starting at 3:30 p.m.
• Tues., March 28: Delmanor Prince Edward Retirement 

Home, at 2:30 p.m.
• April, date TBD: Kipling Acres Long-Term Care Home 

This performance is being organized with Joshua Jink-
inson, grandson of HVUC members David and Judith 
Dallimore.

Dynamically led by Kate Brown, and accompanied by the 
young and talented Jonah Schwartz, we will be singing 
tunes from the ‘30s to the ‘90s, and inviting the audience 
to sing along.

If you know of a retirement or nursing home where we can 
perform, please contact colleen.isherwood26@gmail.com.

Valley Voices has grown considerably from its core mem-
bership of about 15 people a year ago, thanks in part to an 
ad in the print version of the “Etobicoke Guardian” and a 
pent up post COVID demand for opportunities to sing. We 
now have about 40 members, and welcome more.

Colleen Isherwood

Afternoon Vespers on March 5th
On Sunday, Mar. 5 at 4:00 p.m., join us in the Sanctuary 
for or online to sing favourite hymns for the Lenten sea-
son – and more. Led by Valley Voices, this promises to lift 
your spirits with songs and sermons. Refreshments will 
be served afterwards.  

mailto:colleen.isherwood26@gmail.com
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New Vision of Transformation
Happy New Year, HVUC. We 
are off to an exciting start in 
2023. HVUC is a busy and hap-
pening place to be.

Trevor, working with the Board 
(with Erin Billowits as the 
board lead), is preparing a 
new vision of transformation 
for our church. The draft will 
be discussed with the Board 
and then with the broader congregation. In preparation for 
these discussions, you may wish to read the new Strategic 
Plan (2023-2025) of the United Church of Canada (UCC) 
(PDF of UCC Strategic Plan 2023-2025 - 24 Pages).

The overall priority of the new plan for the UCC is growth. 
This plan was prepared following a Spirit-led process and 
is inviting the church to find common identity in six words: 
Deep Spirituality, Bold Discipleship, Daring Justice. The 
new vision for the UCC is to become “a bold, connected 
and evolving church” as disciples of Jesus in this place.
As we seek to renew our direction, in concert with the 

broader church and the 
world, may you be a 
part of this process, as 
your voice matters.

As we begin the season 
of Lent, I hope you will 
use this time to reflect, 
to pray, to rejoice. I 
hope you will join us 
for our services, Lobby 
Talks, and community 
outreach. As you think 
about what Lent and 
Easter mean to you, 
and those around you, 
consider how you can 
live out the Easter 
message every day of 
the year.

See you at church or 
online.

Deb Turnbull

From the Chair of  the Board

LENTEN CALENDAR
Sunday, Feb. 26: First Sunday of Lent, 10:30 a.m. 
Lobby Talk on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Sunday, Mar. 5: Second Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. 
Afternoon Vespers Hymn Sing, 4:00 p.m. Lobby Talk 
on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Sunday, Mar. 12: Third Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. 
Lobby Talk on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Sunday, Mar. 19: Fourth Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. 
Lobby Talk on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Sunday, Mar. 26: Fifth Sunday in Lent, 10:30 a.m. 
Lobby Talk on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Sunday, Apr. 2: Palm Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Lobby Talk 
on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

Thursday, Apr. 6: Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Apr. 7: Good Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, Apr. 9: Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Lobby Talk 
on Zoom, 7:30 to 8:25 p.m.

UCW UNITS 6 AND 7 INVITE YOU TO 
CELEBRATE WOMEN IN OUR COMMUNITY

TUESDAY, MARCH 7 AT 7 P.M.
For information contact c.ireland@sympatico.ca

IN HONOUR OF 

http://https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=trategic+Plan+%282023-2025%29+of+the+United+Church+of+Canada+%28UCC%29+
http://https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=trategic+Plan+%282023-2025%29+of+the+United+Church+of+Canada+%28UCC%29+
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Yvan Baker Community Recognition Awards for 2022 were
presented on January 29, 2023 at the Plast Huculak Centre.
Humber Valley congratulates the following members who 
received Community Recognition Awards from MP Yvan 
Baker in January 2023 for their contributions to our church.

Diane Imber
Some volunteers work quietly 
behind the scenes, doing less visible 
jobs, and sometimes even jobs that 
aren’t officially on any volunteer 
roster.  Insightful people eventually 
realize the notable contribution 
that these volunteers are making 
and how important they are to the 
success of an organization.

Diane Imber is one of these quiet volunteers.

Diane retired from her career at Shell Canada and did a 
semi-retirement career as secretary at our church for 15 
years.  Along the way, she met our other staff and mem-
bers and liked them so much that she decided to join the 
church. 

Shortly after retiring from her church office job, Diane was 
invited to join and lead UCW Unit 9, a position she has 
held for 15 years, setting up meetings, arranging guest 
speakers and participation in fundraisers, coordinating 
Sunday morning coffee duties, and keeping the members 
up to date on church activities.  Interestingly, this group 
was originally named “Young Mothers and Mothers of the 
Young” … but many years have passed and the ladies are 
all now in their 80s and 90s!

Diane is also the hidden volunteer who updates the UCW 
directory every year.

Continued on page 8
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Diane has been a key volunteer with the ushers and greet-
ers for 24 years and counting.  She has been an usher and 
greeter herself, welcoming people to our church, helping 
them at the door and with their coats, showing them 
seats, collecting the offering, etc. Diane has also played a 
leadership role for years, recruiting volunteers and team 
captains, making and publishing the schedule and ensur-
ing everything runs smoothly, both at services and also at 
special events like musical performances and funerals.

Diane makes many telephone calls as she does these jobs, 
and that’s where her “extra” contribution starts.  Diane al-
ways takes the time to visit with each person, and she has 
the wonderful ability to listen more than she talks.  Diane 
also just picks up the phone and calls a friend or church 
member who is elderly or may be ill and checks if they 
need anything and provides some companionship. 

Many people benefit from the friendship Diane provides. 
For Diane’s quiet voice of kindness both at church and in 
the community, the church was pleased to nominate Diane 
for this award.

Ruth Johnson
Ruth Johnson is a long time mem-
ber of Humber Valley United 
Church. She has graced us with her 
gift of music for many years via the 
choir.  When Ruth lost her husband 
in December 2018, she needed to 
keep busy, so went into high-gear. 
Everywhere you looked, you could 
see Ruth’s work!  She joined the 
Board of Directors and the fund-

raising team. She continued her work on the Pastoral Care 
Team and the Daytimers Senior’s Lunch prep team. She 
continued her work as a church “Elder”, keeping in touch 
with her assigned group of members. She had a number of 
elderly folks in her group and went above and beyond with 
phone calls, visits, home baked treats, flowers, birthday 
wishes, etc., to make sure their days were happy and they 
felt connected with the church.  Any time there was a job 
to be done at the church, Ruth offered to help – selling 
tickets for events, serving, cleaning up, etc.  

When the pandemic hit, Ruth added more tasks to her list.  
She stepped up her calls to the folks in her elder group to 
make sure they were OK.  She helped prepare craft kits, 
paint day kits and lunch kits for Zoom programs.  She was a 

frequent driver, dropping these items on people’s porches 
ready for the events.  She also helped with our outreach 
programs at MABELLEArts, delivering care kits and hand 
made quilts.  

Now that the church is back in person, Ruth can be seen 
welcoming new members, selling tickets, volunteering at 
Shredding Day, singing with Valley Voices, etc.  She has 
such a friendly personality that she is a real help ensuring 
that everyone feels welcome and loved.  Ruth has made a 
huge contribution to our church and we are delighted that 
our nomination for her Community Award was accepted.

Bob & Laureen Kinnear

Humber Valley United Church was pleased to nominate 
Laureen and Bob Kinnear for the Community Recognition 
Award.

About a decade ago, Laureen was Chair of the Board at 
St Luke’s United Church, the same job that Deb Turnbull 
has done for Humber Valley in recent years.  Their con-
gregation had been shrinking and it was time to chart the 
future of the church.  Laureen guided the group through 
the heart wrenching discussions as they considered their 
options and eventually agreed to close their church and 
join another congregation.  Imagine the skilled leader-
ship required to come to this decision and implement the 
plans successfully!  What a delight when the majority of 
the members moved smoothly to Humber Valley United 
Church and blended into a single congregation.

Laureen is an avid quilter and has devoted thousands of 
hours making mini-quilts to benefit her community via 
the church.  Dorothy Ley Hospice has 25 quilts that they 
use as table cloths in their café, varying the cloths by 
season.  MABELLEArts has gifted 50 of Laureen’s quilts to 
their low-income seniors giving them a functional piece of 
beautiful art.  When Humber Valley sponsored our refu-
gee family from Afghanistan, Laureen hurried to make a 

Continued on page 9
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full-sized quilt and matching pillowcase for the little girl 
in the family.  As an added touch, Laureen got a stuffed 
animal and made a tiny matching quilt for the toy.  What 
a lovely way to welcome Hania to Canada and let her start 
gathering some belongings of her own again.  Laureen also 
did a Zoom session on quilting for the Humber Valley 55+ 
program.

Bob is also a major contributor to the church. He has 
shared his gift of music via the choir for years.  He is a 
trustee, sits on the HVUC Foundation Board and has been 
a member of the Stewardship and Finance Committee for 
the last eight years.    

He is active on the pastoral care committee.  He is also an 
elder, whereby he keeps in close touch with a small group 
of church members ensuring they are happy and healthy 
and feel closely connected to the church.  This role has 
been particularly important during the pandemic.  Bob also 
did a lot of driving during the pandemic, delivering lunch-
es, flowers, craft kits, etc., to people’s porches for various 
online events at the church.

On an amusing note, Bob dressed up in a tux during the 
pandemic to do a “porch pour” of champagne for his 
neighbour, Susanne Hynes, while the Communications 
Committee looked on via Zoom.  They were celebrating Su-
sanne’s completion of 99 pandemic mini-newsletters that 
had been game-changers for the church congregation as 
everyone struggled to live in isolation during the first year 
of the pandemic.

Outside of church, Bob is also Class President of his Ridley 
College Class who graduated in 1959.  The group keeps 
in touch via email and gets together in person every five 
years at their St Catharine’s boarding school to reminisce, 
catch up and as Bob says, “exaggerate stories from their 
school days.”

Bob and Laureen are also quiet helpers every day, noticing 
things that need to be done and doing them, both at the 
church and in the community.  For example, an elderly 
senior was left behind after a meeting when her family was 
delayed picking her up.  Bob and Lauren stayed behind and 
turned it into a social event and had a lovely visit while 
awaiting her family.  They are also always happy to drive 
members home or to the subway after church services and 
events.

We are so glad to have Bob and Laureen at our church!

Alex Melnbardis
Alex Melnbardis is a young person 
who lives in our community.  He 
approached the church in early 
2019 when he began working on his 
volunteer hours for his high school 
diploma and his Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.  George Turnbull taught him 
all the skills needed to be an out-
standing volunteer in the AV booth, 
and he quickly became George’s 

“right hand man.”  Alex has been incredibly generous with 
his time, working weekly in the AV booth at in-person 
church services and volunteering from home during the 
lockdowns. He copied the church services onto CDs to be 
delivered to local senior’s homes so they could watch the 
services.

Alex did over 200 hours of volunteering during his time 
in high school, a record amount given the pandemic.  He 
did over 100 hours for the church.  In addition, he assisted 
at two-week-long golf camps for kids at St George’s Golf 
Club and also at a camp run by his school, Mentor College.  
During his spares in grade 12, he volunteered in the com-
puter science class as a tutor to students learning to use 
computers. 
 
Of interest, Alex completed all three levels, bronze, sil-
ver and gold, of his Duke of Edinburgh award between 
2019 and 2022.  He is waiting for the ceremony for his 
gold award, which is often presented by a member of the 
royal family. Alex is currently in first year at McMaster 
University taking the “Bachelor of Technology” program in 
the Engineering Faculty.  In his spare time, he likes to do 
Computer-Assisted Design and 3D Printing, write computer 
programs and work on Entrepreneurship.

Anders Moffat Johansson
Anders Moffat Johannson has 
been a member of Humber Valley 
Church since he was in elementary 
school.  He had done various jobs 
to help out with AV over the years 
and became an official AV volun-
teer in 2018.  He quickly became 
highly skilled in all areas of the job 
and was a strong “right hand man” 
to George Turnbull, our AV direc-
tor, able to cover other jobs when 

Continued on page 10
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colleagues were away, as well as helping with some of the 
overall coordination.

Anders has done readings during the church services. He 
has also volunteered at various church events such as the 
car wash, the community garden, the pancake supper, the 
Australian Wildfire fundraiser and Shredding Day.  During 
the pandemic, Anders helped various church members 
to get set up on Zoom so they could participate in church 
programs.

Anders worked as a summer student at the church in 2020, 
helping with the seniors’ program and other general tasks.   
Anders did his high school at Western Tech where he 
earned a “Specialist High Skills Major” designation in En-
gineering and Robotics in addition to his diploma.  He was 
on the Cross Country running team and also represented 
the school in the DECA Business competition.  He enjoys 
photography and music. 

Anders is now in first year at Carleton University studying 
in the Bachelor of Commerce Program at the Sprott Busi-
ness School. We were delighted that Yvan Baker invited 
Anders to his Ottawa office on Parliament Hill to receive his 
award. (See photo on page 11.)

Andrea Ostvik Van der Vliet
Andrea Ostvik Van der Vliet is a 
tireless volunteer with a wonderful 
upbeat personality. She is key to 
the success we are seeing as we 
transform our church and attract 
new members. Andrea has been 
a member of our church for her 
entire life – her Dad’s firm built the 
sanctuary back 70 years ago — so 
she is devoted to ensuring the 
church continues to be relevant.  

When newcomers arrive, Andrea immediately introduces 
herself and makes sure the guests feel welcome so they 
will want to come back.
  
Andrea uses those same talents in her role as an elder 
where she keeps in touch with a smaller group of church 
members and makes sure they are happy and healthy.  
Andrea is also trained as a Stephen Minister: people who 
are struggling for one reason or another can request 
someone like Andrea to engage with them and help them 

along their difficult path, mostly via listening, caring, and 
supporting.

Andrea completed a term on the Board of Directors at a 
key point in our transformation.  

Andrea is co-coordinator with Lynn Manning for one of our 
women’s groups, “Friends and Faith,” arranging monthly 
meetings and guest speakers and making sure everything 
runs smoothly.  

Andrea also been a valuable supporter as our Valley Voices 
Community Choir gets off the ground. She helps get the 
word out and uses her friendly, enthusiastic personality to 
attract and welcome new members.

Andrea also champions our Fall Hike which was started by 
her late husband many years ago. She also helped lead our 
Community Christmas Carolling and Live Nativity Scene for 
many years.

This fall, as part of our 70th anniversary celebration, An-
drea and her daughter, Pippa, filmed a short video talking 
about their involvement in the church over the years and 
their hopes for its future.

Historically, Andrea was a key volunteer in the Sunday 
school, starting in 2001 when Pippa was in SK.  Andrea 
taught every grade level and really engaged, studying each 
week to put the Sunday school curriculum into context 
before presenting it to the children.  Along the way, she 
was Chair of Christian Education for several years at a time 
when the Sunday School was very large with a class for 
each grade.

As you can see, Andrea is definitely a huge contributor to 
our church community.  

Nicky Thomson
Nicky Thomson has been a mem-
ber of Humber Valley Church since 
2011 when he was seven years old.  
He became an official AV volunteer 
in 2018 and has been a friendly, 
dedicated and reliable volunteer 
ever since.  Most weeks, Nicky han-
dles the charts that are displayed 
during the service. 

Continued on page 11 
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Nicky also volunteers at various church events throughout 
the year.  He loves young children, and helped at many of 
the kids’ programs that Licia organized prior to the pan-
demic, including the Grinch, Ocean Commotion and the 
Fun Fair.  Nicky also helped at the Dunk Tank at the Wel-
come Back BBQ last fall.

Nicky attended Humber Valley Village School and then high 
school at Western Tech where he participated in the robot-
ics program.  He is currently taking a gap year and plans 
to do the Baking and Pastry Arts Management program at 
Humber College starting in September.  Meanwhile, he is 
working at Metro at Cloverdale Mall.  Tennis is his favourite 
sport.

We thank Nicky for his contribution to our church.

Peter White
Peter White is a long-time member 
of Humber Valley United Church 
and has dedicated thousands of 
hours to several demanding volun-
teer jobs.

In the late 1990’s, Peter agreed to 
be Vice Chair of the Board and be-
came Chair of the Board two years 
later.  Subsequently, Peter chaired 

the M&P Committee, which handles the Human Resourc-
es functions of the church.  This is a major job at the best 
of times in a large, active church like ours with numerous 
staff positions, but Peter’s term included major changes in 
Church personnel which made it more demanding still.

Peter currently leads the Property and IT Teams.  Just 
handling the day-to-day operations and maintenance in a 
large, active church would be overwhelming for many, but 
Peter has done this in challenging times of tight budgets 
and pandemics and with major staffing and program 
changes going on simultaneously.

Peter’s Property Team, augmented by knowledgeable 
medical professionals, led the church’s pandemic response, 
establishing and ensuring compliance with the policies 
for church access during the lockdowns, researching and 
purchasing everything from cleaning wipes to PPE to air 
purifiers, and planning for re-opening, always working 
closely with the three schools that operate in our church. 
He also oversaw building new classrooms in Friendship Hall 
to reduce contact between classes.

Peter’s responsibilities include the AV Systems.  When 
our Internet didn’t have the capacity to stream services 
reliably at the start of the pandemic, Peter worked with 
our AV director to research and handle the situation.  He 
has also mentored many of our staff and volunteers in the 
AV booth.

With the retirement of our caretakers, Peter researched 
and helped select a new janitorial service, then handled 
the issues when our new primary caretaker fell seriously ill 
shortly after starting his new job.

Along the way, Peter took on major initiatives to make 
the church environmentally friendly, including reviving 
installed solar panels on the roof, new LED lighting and im-
proved insulation.  Thanks to his work, our church won an 
environmental award from the United Church of Canada.
The Property team also did the manual work to install 
our two new electronic signs which involved digging deep 
trenches to lay the cables and footings to the outdoor 
signage.

Peter is also an elder, keeping in touch with a small group 
of congregants to ensure they feel connected with the 
church.  He is also a member of several other committees 
– Stewardship and Finance, Fundraising, Ushering, etc.

In addition to these major volunteer jobs, Peter is also a 
friendly face around the church, always willing to help out 
as needed and quietly doing extra jobs to help out individ-
ual members – like transporting a family to the emergency 
vet when their pet was seriously ill, doing porch deliveries 
during the pandemic for fundraising initiatives, etc.

Nancy Roper

Anders Moffat Johansson, who attends Carleton University, 
received his award from Yvan Baker in Ottawa.

Community Recognit ion Awards (cont’d.)
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The concert held the afternoon of February 5, 2023, by 
the Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir was a great success. 
It was wonderful to see so many people in the church, and 
to hear such glorious music. The 35 men of the choir were 
in fine voice, and their accompanist, Matthew Coons, was 
spectacular.
 
The choir promised they would leave everybody in a good 
mood, and they certainly did. The program was geared to 
move to a rousing climax, which resulted in the audience 
leaving the concert smiling and energized. We have al-
ready had requests to have the choir back again, and even 
a suggestion to host a solo concert by the pianist.
 
When the numbers of tickets sold accelerated during the 
last week before the concert, our team put out a plea to 
UCW Units 6 and 7 to bring a plate of cookies or squares 
to supplement our original six volunteer bakers. We were 

overwhelmed with the response. Not only did we have 
enough treats for the audience of 240 plus the 35 cho-
risters, but we were able to provide goodies for the UCW 
Movie Night on Tuesday evening, Valley Voices practice 
on Wednesday, and still have some left for Sunday coffee 
hour. We very much appreciate that support. 

Many thanks to all the people who helped make this 
concert such a success: the Fundraising Committee; Kelly; 
Murray Smith and the Men in Black; Charlotte; all the 
ladies who baked; Zoran;  and Deb for her eloquent and 
warm welcome to the audience.
 
The Fundraising Committee is pleased to report that, 
after paying the choir their $3,000 fee, and absorbing the 
Eventbrite premium, we still made a profit of approximate-
ly $6,400. What a wonderful start to our 2023 Fundraising 
ventures.
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Lenten Cans: Save a Loonie or 
Toonie each Day
Lent begins on Wednesday, Feb. 22, and so does our annu-
al Lenten Can Campaign. Once again, we are asking you to 
set aside a little something each day in Lent for the work of 
the church. 
 
Some find it helpful to use a Lenten can to save a loonie 
or a toonie each day; others prefer to make a lump sum 
contribution with a cheque or an e-transfer at the end of 

the six weeks. Whichever method you prefer, your dona-
tion goes toward the good things this church does for our 
community, such as enabling us to support our wonderful 
55+ programs, or offer free meeting space to AA. 
 
Lenten Cans are on display in the church lobby. Please feel 
free to pick one up, with accompanying instructions, at 
your convenience. Watch KIT each week for a quotation 
from someone we hope will inspire your Lenten contem-
plations.

Upcoming Events
Singalong Movie: People had so much fun at the Sing 
Along Sound of Music that we are getting ready to run 
another similar event at the end of March.  Watch KIT for 
the announcement.

Seasons of Love: Saturday May 13.  A Musical Theatre 
Presentation led by Kate Brown and the Valley Voices, 
combined with a live and silent auction.

Shredding Day: Saturday October 14. This popular event 
is coming back; start saving up your sensitive documents 
now. This is a great way to dispose of documents securely 
and confidentially, at a very reasonable price.

Joan Belford

Fundraising at 
HVUC: Where Does 
the Money Go?
Coins for Lenten Cans; a walk 
for Refugees; training of a water 
manager in an indigenous commu-
nity; at HVUC, you will hear many 
requests for funding support for 
many worthy causes. Have you ever 
wondered who exactly is asking for 
this money, and where the money 
goes? Here is a chart that may help 
explain the various fundraising 
groups and their purposes.

Joan Belford
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The 55+ program is into a busy 
season with lots of programs to help 
us keep active during the winter 
months. 

Fitness, Yoga and our other online Zoom programs contin-
ue along with walking meditation every Tuesday at James 
Gardens. We have participated in an Innovation series with 
the Centre for Aging and Brain Health and a research based 
poetry writing series with York University. 

We’ve introduced a few new programs to build connec-
tions and visible presence in our community. 

We have started a weekly walking group at Cloverdale 
Mall on Thursdays from 10-11:30 a.m. We meet up at the 
information desk and enjoy a warm and easy walk around 
the mall and then meet up for coffee and conversation in 
the food court. 

We have enjoyed trips to see Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat and a free performance of the 
Ballet Creole at the Four Seasons Centre for the perform-
ing Arts. We hope to attend more free concerts hosted by 
the Canadian Opera Company in the coming months.

At our own location we hosted an Art Circle workshop on 
cardmaking led by local artist Lisa Di Battista from Sparks 
Creativity and hope to plan more opportunities for fun and 
creativity with art. 

We were also excited to welcome an online community 
radio station Luvbay Radio to hold a live radio broadcast 
called Seniors to Seniors. The morning began with a hybrid 
Chair Yoga class followed by Coffee Time and a live inter-
view and discussion on the effects of pre and post COVID 
on the lives of seniors. One of the audience participants, 
Lois Broad, was the winner of a tablet donated by Luvbay. 
We hope to welcome the team from Luvbay, Theo,  DJ 
Jan and Petrenella  back for another live broadcast in the 
spring. It was a lot of fun!

It is wonderful to discover more interesting opportunities 
to explore and to meet new people who are joining our 
programs every week! Let us know if you have an idea for 
a new activity or if we can reach out to include new people 
in our programs! Stay tuned for our new Spring Program 
Guide coming out at the end of March!

We are pleased to announce that in addition to our New 

Ministries grant from the United Church of Canada we 
have just been awarded a new grant of $25,000 for the 
Federal Government New Horizons for Seniors Program. 
We are excited to be able to continue the work of this proj-
ect into the coming year!

Anne Pietropaolo
Seniors Program Coordinator

Lois Broad wins free tablet door prize from Luvbay radio!

Participants making cards at our Art Circle workshop!



Page 15Adieu from Beverley Conner

Dear HVUC and other 55 Plus Friends, 

In late September 2020,  I accepted a part time job for six 
months with 55+, a fine distraction in the middle of COVID 
shut downs. Now, two and a half years later, a post-COVID 
life summons me — to music above all (piano, ukelele, 
singing, drumming) as well as travel and a return to the 
gym.

As of March 30th, I will no longer officially be working 
with 55+. I say “officially” because I feel quite attached to 
this HVUC and 55+ community, so I intend to find ways to 
stay connected. There are a few ideas already in the pipe, 
including working as a volunteer to facilitate the monthly 
Book Club, and perhaps tagging along with my ukelele and 
rhythm instruments, to sing at seniors’ residences with 
Valley Voices. 

Our staff and the Senior Advisory Committee are working 
out implications for the 55+ program.  Many people in this 
community contribute to our success, and we have a num-
ber of programs that do not depend too heavily on Anne 
and me. So we are confident that any initial gaps will not 
significantly affect programs as a whole.  One thing I would 
especially like to get in place before leaving is a group that 
meets weekly online to play cards – any takers?

This job has been very enriching for me. I have met a com-
munity of wonderful people, got to work with my awe-
some colleague Anne, and have learned a lot. Many thanks 
for all your support.

Beverley Conner

Sleeping Children Around the World 
Since its founding by HVUC members Margaret and Murray 
Dryden in 1970, Sleeping Children has brought “the comfort 
of a good night’s sleep” to 1,750,000 children in developing 
countries.

COVID put a halt to travelling volunteers assisting overseas 
partners but 33,000 children did receive bedkits through the 
efforts of experienced local volunteers in Uganda, Bangla-
desh, Philippines and Tanzania.

Now the charity is preparing to send travelling volunteers to 
supervise distributions and take photos to be sent to donors 
as proof that their money went to children in need. 

All administration costs are covered by a SCAW foundation 
and travellers pay their own expenses.

Since 2008 the cost of a bedkit has been $35, but with infla-
tion fewer items could be purchased for the gift each child 
received. It’s important to note that all supplies come from 
the country of distribution which is a bonus to the economy 
of that country.  So on March 1, 2023 the cost of a bedkit 
will rise to $40. Tax receipts will be issued when donations 
are made but with the backlog of bedsits still to be deliv-
ered as a result of COVID, photos will be mailed quite a bit 
later.

Humber Valley has a long tradition of supporting Sleeping 
Children — 53 years and still making a difference!

Sally Jo Martin, SCAW volunteer
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UFO “Unfinished Object” Craft Club
The UFO craft club continues to meet on Sundays after 
church, from noon until 1 p.m. in the Hearth Room.  We 
have a laptop connected to Zoom so our online members 
can participate with us.

As mentioned in the December 
update, Meta Gilbert from St 
Luke’s passed away and her family 
donated a treasure trove of craft 
supplies to our church.  Lynn 
Manning was interested in a ball 
of really thick yarn (1” diameter) 
which she used to make a basket 
for her granddaughter’s toys.  The 
yarn was so thick that the project 
was finished in an afternoon.  

Sandra Lawrason liked it so much that Lynn showed her 
how to make one too.

Sally Roper is back in 
action and is working on 
a white baby sweater, 
a yellow/white afghan 
and a yellow toddler 
sweater.

Nancy Roper

Fun Times for Grandparents & Tots
Play Dates With Grandparents continues to run success-
fully.  Grandparents and their grandchildren meet once a 
month on a Saturday morning or afternoon.  In January 
we worked on crafts together and in February we went 
swimming and decorated Valentine cookies.  The children 
look forward to seeing each other and have become good 
friends.  They have lots of fun and snack time is always a 
big hit.  

Our dates and times vary so if you are interested in joining 
us please contact Cheryl Drake (cheryldrake@sympatico.
ca) or Kathy Kitchen (ka_kitchen@rogers.com)

mailto:cheryldrake@sympatico.ca
mailto:cheryldrake@sympatico.ca
mailto:ka_kitchen@rogers.com
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Humber Valley welcomes Marilyn Shoemaker to our church
Marilyn was born in North York and has an older brother 
Larry, who is retired from Kodak and still lives in Toronto.

Marilyn’s Dad was a Dr Bernardo child: Dr. Bernardo moved 
orphans from the UK to other countries. Marilyn’s Dad 
wound up working from sunup til sundown on various 
farms in Bracebridge, Ontario starting when he was 11 
years old. Thankfully, the owners of this last farm treated 
him well. When he met his bride-to-be, they moved to 
Queensville, and he started his first paid job on another 
farm. Over time, he became a mechanic at DeHavilland 
Aircraft.  

Marilyn’s Mom was a wonderful seamstress.  She made all 
her own clothes and her children’s outfits when they were 
young.  She was also a great cook.  Later in life, Marilyn and 
her husband picked blueberries and brought them to her 
to make pies.  So good!!  She liked to garden and was still 
planting flowers in her garden at 80 years old.

Marilyn started Spring Garden public school and switched 
to Burnett public school when the school boundaries 
changed. She did a year at Willowdale Middle School for 
grade 9 and then moved to Northview Heights Secondary 
School where she took a commercial course to become a 
secretary.

Marilyn went straight into the workforce after grade 12 as 
was common for women in that era. She worked at Con-
sumers Gas on Toronto Street for 9 1/2 years as a secretary 
to the Operations Manager.

Along the way, Marilyn went on a summer weekend va-
cation with one of her girlfriends at Wigwassan Lodge on 
Lake Rosseau.  While there, she met a gentleman named 
Mark, who was visiting with one of his buddies. Although 
they enjoyed one another, they didn’t exchange telephone 
numbers. 

However, Mark was smitten and tracked Marilyn down via 
Consumers Gas – lucky for him there were no privacy laws 
at the time! The rest is history: Marilyn and Mark dated for 
four years and were married in Marilyn’s childhood church, 
Lansing United in North York.

The young couple purchased a house in Mississauga near 
Thorn Lodge School.  Marilyn still sees her friends from 
that neighbourhood.  Marilyn and Mark moved to their 
current home near Memorial Pool in 2010.

Mark was an accountant and worked at Pittsburgh Paint 
and Glass. He retired as CFO.

After her time at Consumers Gas, Marilyn became a home-
maker and raised their two children.

Son Michael lives in Canmore, Alberta with his wife, Claire 
and their daughter Abigail, who will be turning 12 in 
March. Michael is a superintendent of Special Education 
and Special Services at the Canmore School Board and 
Claire runs a daycare centre.  Abigail loves science and the 
environment. She gets a monthly science kit in the mail 
and has recently led a highway cleanup crew. She also does 
figure skating, skiing and rock climbing.

Daughter Rebecca lives in Toronto with her husband Omar. 
Rebecca is an elementary school teacher with TDSB.  Sadie 

Wigwassan Lodge on Lake Rosseau

Continued on page 20
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likes art and math.  She likes to do watercolours and digital 
art and has taught herself to crochet. Sadie surprised ev-
eryone in her family with hand-made hats at Christmas.

Marilyn volunteered at the school library when her kids 
were young.

Once the children were self-sufficient, Marilyn went back 
to work for another 9-10 years at the TDSB where she was 
executive assistant for the General Counsel.

Marilyn shared a fun family story about a wicker doll 
carriage. Marilyn’s Mom bought it for Marilyn when she 
was two years old. Marilyn passed it along to her daughter, 
Rebecca, in the next generation. Now both granddaughters 
have used the carriage in the third generation. Marilyn’s 
family has made a pretty picture frame showing the car-
riage in the three generations. They still need to add the 
photograph of the younger granddaughter, Abigail, using it. 

Marilyn’s family has a cottage on Blackwater Lake which is 
north of Muskoka and east of Parry Sound.  Marilyn and 
family love to swim and ride in their canoes, kayaks, and 
use their paddleboard.  

While they were still working, Marilyn and Mark enjoyed 
a trip to China and Japan. They also spent some time in 
Barcelona.  

Mark retired 10 years ago and Marilyn retired a year later. 
They enjoyed vacation time at their cottage and more 
travel, including a European cruise and many trips to 

Canmore to see Michael and family.  They celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at the Prince of Wales Hotel in 
Niagara on the Lake.

Marilyn enjoys gardening at both her house and cottage. 
She has a peony that came from her grandma’s garden. 
She is a member of the Probus Club at St James Islington 
United Church, and participates in the luncheons and trips 
they organize [e.g. Stratford Festival] in addition to the reg-
ular meetings.  Marilyn loves reading and is a member of 
the “West Enders” book club that gets together for coffee 
each month.  

Mark was a member of 
the Queensmen choir 
that had concerts at 
Humber Valley Church.  
Mark also liked to read.  
He did a lot of repairs at 
the cottage.

Sadly, Mark passed 
away suddenly while he and Marilyn were in Canmore 
visiting Michael’s family in May 2022.

Marilyn continues to struggle with the loss of her husband. 
She is friends with Diane Imber from Probus and Diane 
kindly suggested that she come check out the church and 
the 55+ program.  Marilyn has been with us since the 
summer. She is an active member of the Walking Medita-
tion group and is looking forward to trying out more of our 
“Thrive 55+” programs. She is also attending church and 
participating in our other activities.  Marilyn is eager to 
start volunteering. 

We welcome Marilyn to our church and look forward to 
getting to know her better in the months and years to 
come.  Thank you for sharing your story with us, Marilyn!

Nancy Roper 

The “Getting to Know Our Church Friends” 
series of articles are written by Nancy Rop-
er in memory of her Dad, Norm Roper, who 
died in June 2020.  Norm loved visiting with 
people and hearing their stories. He never 

forgot the things that people told him, always remember-
ing to ask how a special event had gone or checking in on 
people’s children and grandchildren, etc.

Above: The Shoemaker Family at the cottage: L to R: Sadie, 
Claire, Rebecca, Omar, Michael, Marilyn, Mark, Abigail.
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In Memoriam: Maria Uleryk
July 2, 1929 - December 7, 2022

It is with great sadness we an-
nounce the peaceful passing of 
Maria Uleryk (Jurman) on De-
cember 7, 2022 at the Wenleigh, 
Chartwell Long Term Care Home 
in Mississauga, Ontario in her 
94th year.

Born in Poland, Maria and her 
family were part of the deporta-
tions of Polish citizens to Soviet 

gulags in 1940. When the German-Soviet Nonaggression 
Pact was broken in July 1941, they and their fellow prison-
ers were freed and escaped south through the former So-
viet Union and the Middle East. Unfortunately, her parents 
and younger brother died of disease during the journey, 
after which Maria and her sister Halina were placed and 
cared for in a Polish orphanage in Uzbekistan. From there 
her world journey continued, moving through Iran, India 
and eventually to the Tengeru Arusha Orphanage and Pol-
ish Refugee Camp in what is now Tanzania. 

At the end of the war her group of orphans were spon-
sored by the Archdiocese of Montreal to emigrate to 
Canada. After transferring through Italy, Germany, and 
England, she arrived in Montreal in August 1949. She 
married Władysław Uleryk, a fellow gulag deportee and 
British Army 2nd Corps veteran in June 1950 in Montreal. 
Together they built a new life in Canada, where they raised 
four children and were active in the Polish community. In 
her later years, she moved to Ontario for additional family 
support.

Maria is now reunited with her late husband Władysław 
(2004), her parents Stanisław and Janina and younger 
brother Józef Jurman (1941), and her sister Halina (2020) 
and brother-in-law Stanisław (2021) Usakowski.

Maria deeply loved her children Jane (Normand), Richard 
(Elizabeth), Christina (Allan Orr), and Mark (Teresa). She 
was the proud babcia of Simon, Isabelle, David, Michael 
(Crystal), David (Sarah), Annmarie, Kelly, Scott, Nicholas, 
and Jason. She was an ecstatic pra babcia of little Felix and 
a loving ciocia to Henryk and Stanley Usakowski and their 
families. The family would like to thank the attending staff 
at the Wenleigh for their professional care of Maria over 
the years and their compassion in her final weeks. 

Ruth Rae’s Third Great Grandchild
Born December 6, 2022

Carter Michael Crosbie was born on December 6, a third 
great grandchild for Ruth Rae. Congratulations to Ruth and 
her family!

Cathy Roberts turns 90
Cathy Roberts, wife of our former Minister, Rev. Bruce Rob-
erts, will celbrate her 90th birthday on March 1. Congratu-
lations, Cathy!

Warm Coats Needed
Montgomery Alterations and Dry Cleaners are 
collecting warm winter coats for the Out of the Cold 
Programs at Islington United Church and St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church. The owners of Montgomery 
Alterations, Trish and John, have agreed to collect, 
clean and store donated clothing until it can be deliv-
ered to those in need. Donations would be appreciat-
ed by March 15.

Montgomery Alternations is located at 4744 Dundas 
Street West, Etobicoke (just east of Islington Avenue 
on the north side of Dundas). Drop offs can be made 
during their business hours: Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. (They are closed Sundays.)
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Shelagh Gwendolen Chapman
December 24, 1923 - February 5, 2023

Shelagh passed away peacefully on February 5, 2023, at 
home surrounded by loved ones. 

Shelagh was born December 24, 1923, in Jarvis, Ontario to 
the late Elvin Stanley Pond and Norah Gwendolen (Burb-
erry) Pond. Beloved wife of the late William (Bill) Jeffrey 
Chapman, cherished mother of Roberta (Fred) Hesketh, 
Wendy Chapman, and Patty (David) McDonald. Adored 
granny of Travis (Becky), Tyler, Morgan (James) and Dana 
(Brett). Loving great-granny/GG of Carson, Charlie, Frankie, 
Letty, Isla and Ava. Shelagh will be dearly missed by her sis-
ters, Rosemary Brown (101 yrs) and Patricia Bresnahan (98 
yrs). She will also be fondly remembered by many friends.
 
Shelagh worked at GTE Sylvania as an executive secretary 
to the President for 23 years and was transferred from 
Montreal to Toronto. She was a talented woman who 
loved gardening, baking, cooking, crocheting, sewing and 
knitting. She loved to read, write, play cards, had a passion 
for birds and rarely missed her daily swim. 

Shelagh was an avid volunteer in many places and her lon-
gest serving role was with Canadian Red Cross, and later 

Canadian Blood Services, in the blood donor organization 
where she surpassed 25 years. 

She was an avid traveller who visited 76 countries and liked 
to share stories about her many adventures. 

Shelagh was a long-time and faithful member of Humber 
Valley United Church where she was recognized as an Hon-
orary Elder; her faith family were an inspiration to her. 

Above all, Shelagh was a devoted wife, mother, granny and 
great-granny. She loved nothing more than spending time 
with her family. No visit was complete without a grand 
meal and a Shelagh-made delectable dessert (Shelagh was 
always “as full as a tick,” but made room for dessert.) 

At Shelagh’s request, cremation has taken place. The family 
will receive relatives and friends for a celebration of life at 
Humber Valley United Church - 76 Anglesey Blvd, Etobi-
coke on Saturday, February 25, 2023, at 11 a.m. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Sleeping Children 
Around the World would be appreciated by the family.

If you would like to read more about Shelagh’s life, please 
see the “Getting to Know Shelagh Chapman” article which 
was shared in the Pandemic “Keeping in Touch” email issue 
#82 on December 17, 2020  in honour of Shelagh’s 97th 
birthday in the first year of the pandemic.  Nancy Roper 
can provide a copy of the article if needed: nancy.roper@
sympatico.ca or cell 416-573-5522.

Nancy Roper.

At the Jubilee Tea, June 5, 2022: Rose Marie Green, Barbara 
Jarvis, the Queen, Shelagh Chapman and Nora Cutcliffe.

mailto:nancy.roper@sympatico.ca
mailto:nancy.roper@sympatico.ca


Page 21Meet Amalia Mangos,  Our New Custodian

New to Humber Valley United, but already very familiar 
with its nooks and crannies, Amalia Mangos started work 
as our weekday Custodian on January 15, 2023. She is part 
of the Custodial team along with Hakim who works eve-
nings and Zoran who works Sundays. 

Amalia’s office is at the far east of the basement but you 
will usually find her somewhere else in the church as she 
goes about her daily duties. Her hours are eight to four, 
Monday to Friday.

Amalia is from the eastern Romanian city, Brăila, a port 
on the Danube. Her parents designed and manufactured 
leather shearling coats, a trade they learned from their 
parents who had a prosperous business manufacturing 
shoes and other leather goods. Amalia and her sister 
studied nursing in their hometown. After graduation she 
worked in Romania for five years in a hospital and in a 
clinic. Because of Romania’s failing economy after the 1989 
revolution, jobs for young people grew scarce and Amalia 
had to leave to find work. Abroad, she became a hotel 
housekeeping supervisor, working in Monaco and eventu-
ally in Canada.

Amalia’s husband, a tool and die maker, was the first to 
come to the U.S. and then Canada.  She and her daughter 
joined him in 2013 but for the first couple of years she 
often travelled back to Brăila to help her mother take care 
of her ailing father.

Finding a job in Canada was difficult because she, like 
other recent immigrants, had no Canadian experience. 
Her nursing credentials are not recognized in Ontario and 
Amalia decided not to try to qualify since her priority was 
helping her daughter qualify as a nurse – and, congratula-
tions, her daughter recently graduated.

On March 12, 2020, Amalia and her husband kissed good-
bye and each went off to their respective jobs. Later in the 
day she got a phone call from Emergency that he had suf-
fered a heart attack. He died at 1:31 am on the 13th. She is 
left now with her daughter in Toronto, a sister in Italy, and 
her elderly mother in Romania.

When not at Humber Valley United, Amalia is having fun 
with her beagle, Johnny, who believes he is a person. 
She enjoys old movies. Her favourites are “The Sound of 
Music” and “Casablanca.” She proudly told me that Lauren 
Bacall, Johnny Weissmuller, and Dustin Hoffmann are all 
Romanian.

Amalia regularly attended church as a young person and 
sang in her church choir. She is deeply spiritual and loves 
to be close to God. She applied for many jobs in Toronto, 
and firmly believes the job chooses you. In her soul she is 
happy to be working in a church, especially in our church. 
We wish you much success, Amalia.

Susanne Hynes
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Coincidences - It’s Hard to Believe, 
but it Truly Happened! 
Have you ever witnessed an event where you said “What 
was the chance of that happening”?  If so, then this series 
of articles is for you!  Send us your stories (via nancy.
roper@sympatico.ca), and we’ll print them in an upcoming 
newsletter.  This month, we will share two stories from 
December 2022 & January 2023.

Neighbours who Never Met: 
Carolyn Booth and the Roper and
Phillips families

Through a random assortment of carpools when the Valley 
Voices choir visited Kipling Acres just prior to Christmas, 
I had the pleasure of meeting Carolyn Booth, who is a re-
cent newcomer to the church via the choir and 55+.

To our surprise, we discovered that Carolyn lived on Ce-
darland when she was raising her family, just one house 
away from my grandparents who lived around the corner 
on Bywood.  Carolyn’s time there overlapped the last few 

years of my grandparents’ lives and many years after my 
brother’s family moved in to the same property.

Interestingly, despite the fact that it is a very friendly 
neighbourhood, the three families never really met: the 
placement of the lots meant that they didn’t share any lot 
lines and the Booth family’s lives developed westwards 
while the Roper/Phillips clan’s lives developed eastward.

Tracing One Another’s Steps at the 
ROM: Beverley Conner and Sheila 
Bacopulos
At Chair Yoga in early January, Beverley Conner and in-
structor Sheila Bacopulos discovered that they had traced 
one another’s footsteps the day before.  Both had visited 
the wildlife photography exhibit at the ROM, one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon.  Both had picked the 
same photograph as their favourite: Heavenly Flamingos.  
Both went for a meal afterwards at the Dynasty Restau-
rant, one for lunch and one for dinner.  Clearly they have 
similar tastes!

Nancy Roper

Carolyn Booth Nancy Roper

Wanted: Smart TV
Do you have a smart TV (55 inches or bigger) you are not 
using? The church would love to have it so we can use for 
events and meetings. It would be wonderful if you also had 
legs for it so we could stand it on the board room table or 
the stage. If you have one to donate, please contact Deb 
Turnbull at dtgbc01@gmail.com and we will arrange for 
pickup. 

Attention Music Lovers
We are Looking for People to 
Join the Handbell Ensemble
Are you looking for a new 
musical experience? Please 
consider joining our Handbell 
Ensemble. Must be able to 
read music and count. Contact 
judithdallimore@rogers.com 
for more information. 

mailto:nancy.roper@sympatico.ca
mailto:nancy.roper@sympatico.ca
mailto:dtgbc01@gmail.com
mailto:judithdallimore@rogers.com
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The financial results for the full calendar year of 2022 are 
set out on the table below. For 2022, the church had an 
operating deficit of $133,071.

Congregational givings were not the main contributor to 
the deficit.  PAR and envelope givings were in line with last 
year while stock donation increased by $15,334 over last 
year. Use of Church was up by $30,620 
over 2021 helped by the fact that the 
church was open for the entire year.
Trustee and Other revenue were also 
greater than last year. Successful fund-
raising activities and a onetime estate 
donation were key contributors. 
 
On the downside, 2022 saw a significant 
decrease in government subsidies, with 
COVID grants not being continued.

Payroll is higher in 2022 due to the full 
year impact of our Director of Worship 
Arts along with the hiring of the Director 
of Diversity and Inclusion in 2022.
 
Building expenses were higher in 2022 
due to subcontracting cleaning/janitorial 
service to an outside firm.  Starting Janu-
ary 1, 2023, Humber Valley has gone back 
to using a full-time Staff custodian during 
the day. 

As mentioned above, in the fiscal year 
that ended on December 31, 2022, HVUC 
had a deficit of $133,000. However, with-
out the significant contributions of many 
of our congregants in the final couple of 
months, the situation would have been 
far worse.  Our sincere thanks to all of 
you.  

When the Stewardship & Finance team 
drafted the 2023 budget, our goal was to 
reduce this annual deficit by a substan-
tial amount. The 2023 budget, (which 
has been approved by the Board, and 
will be presented at the Annual General 
Meeting for congregational approval), has 
projected a deficit of $50,000 which is a 
decrease of more than $80,000 compared 
to last year.

As always, sincere thanks to all of you for your support 
of HVUC and we trust that you will find it in your hearts 
to continue doing so going forward.  It promises to be an 
exciting year.

Allan Orr,
Chair, Stewardship and Finance
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Live your best life.
Parkland on Eglinton West is a vibrant retirement community with 
premium accommodations, unparalleled amenities and exceptional 
service. This beautifully designed residence o�ers a full continuum of 
lifestyle options ranging from Independent to Supportive Lifestyles, so you 
can choose your level of carefree.

 Exclusive amenities including spa, pool, golf simulator and more

 One monthly bill with utilities and communication services included

 Sta� onsite 24 hours a day with 24/7 emergency response

 Large private suites with full kitchen

 Daily social and �tness programs 

 Chau�eur and concierge service

Contact us today to book a tour!

Abigail Beveridge at 416-475-3538 or abeveridge@shannex.com

4650 Eglinton Avenue West, Etobicoke, Ontario  M9A 0E3
experienceparkland.com/oneglintonwest

95% Full

https://experienceparkland.com/en/locations/parkland-on-eglinton-west/
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https://turnerporter.ca/
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4180 DUNDAS STREET WEST, ETOBICOKE
416-233-0725  |  DELMANOR.COM

JOIN US FOR  
A TOUR AND LUNCH.

mailto:susanne%40hyneslegal.ca?subject=
http://www.networthit.ca
https://westmountgallery.com/
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Page 28 Deadline for Fred Van der Vliet  Award is  March 17

The Fred Van der Vliet Award for Innovation & Creativity
was created in 2014 to recognise members or adherents 
of HVUC who have proposed innovative/creative ideas and 
solutions during the past year, which have or could make 
a significant contribution to advancing the work of the 
church. Recipients to date have been Joanne Stenerson, 
Bill Cahoon, Jim Koziak, Judith Dallimore, Lorraine Pearsall, 

Lynn Manning, Joan Belford, Alanna Goodman, Susanne 
Hynes and Valerie Wood.

Fred Van der Vliet was a man brimming with new ideas 
and alternative solutions to issues and activities in the 
church. Examples included an improved way of measuring 
weekly church attendance, designs for making the lobby 
area much more welcoming, organizing a fall hike, devel-
oping the concept for an outdoor community nativity and 
carolling celebration, and the Robbie Burns event.

Award recipients will be lay members or adherents of 
HVUC. Nominations should detail how the nominee has 
been involved in projects, programs, or activities that focus 
or focused on new thinking or concepts or has been in-
volved in building on an existing program in an innovative 
way. Innovative and creative ideas could be in Christian 
education and youth, music, outreach, communications, 
worship, spiritual transformation, our buildings, furnishings 
and/or equipment, seniors, membership growth, gover-
nance or in any other way that affects our faith community.

Written nominations (by email or handwritten) should be 
submitted to Gary Halpenny or to the church office on or 
before Friday, March 17.

Last year’s winner Valerie Wood (left), received her award from 
Fred’s daughter, Pippa Van der Vliet.

Minister: Rev. Dr. Trevor Brisbin
Director of Worship Arts: Drew Brown
Director of Inclusion and Engagement: Kate Brown
Musical Support: Jill Diane Filion
Church Administrator: Kelly Wells
Church School Leader: Claire Hatje
Church School Leader: Michelle Madill
Director of Youth and Young Adults: Licia Meldrum
Seniors’ Program Coordinator: Anne Pietropaolo
Finance Officer: Anita Wakeman
Custodian: Zoran Mrkovic
Custodian: Hakim Dawary
Custodian: Amalia Mangos
Room Bookings: Janet McColeman


