
Reverend’s Reflection: Film, Forms & Faith
Paul Williams (he, his, him) was the successful 
pastor of a megachurch, CEO of the Orchard 
Group and had his own national broadcast tele-
vision show. In 2012, at the age of 55, Paul came 
out to the world as Paula. She lost all of her 
jobs, and faced the trauma of coming out to her 
children and grandchildren. As a trans woman 
who loves God, she gave a Ted Talk which has 
now had more than 4.2 million viewers. She is 
now a successful author and is a co-pastor at the 
Left Hand Church.

My friend Sean, who made the movie, Saint 
Judy, recognized that the world needs to hear 
Paula’s story, and we instantly struck up a 

partnership. And then COVID struck. In a conversation of consequence with Sean, 
he said, “We can’t make this movie. The industry is reeling with so many theatres 
closing, and no one knows what an independent drama will look like now. The world 
has changed. People don’t want to watch a one and a half hour movie, but they 
will sit down and watch three 55-minute episodes of “Stranger Things”. We could 
make a limited series designed for TV, and tell Paula’s story in six to eight 42-minute 
episodes.”

In other words, Paula’s story is a beautiful, sacred, funny and nuanced story that 
matters — but the form in which it was to be delivered needed to be reimagined.

The first 15 years of my life as a Minister were with a different denomination. I left 
in 2015 because of the ideas being relayed — that God is angry, homophobic, etc. 
Marisol and I walked away because we thought such a Ministry was harmful to peo-
ple’s lives. I came to the United Church after much prayer and thought — I chose the 
United Church because I believe in a God who is generous, creative, inclusive and 
loving — where each child matters and everyone belongs. I want my kids to partici-
pate in such a Ministry. This is the gospel I want to be immersed in.

The world has changed so significantly in the past 18 months. Is it possible that 
we as a church need to find new forms of worship so that we can keep telling the 
sacred story of Christ? The form is the container — the medium we choose, the 
traditions we use. Sometimes we enshrine the form— for example, some churches 
will not play music that was written after 1900. But trusting in forms of worship set 
down by dead white guys in Europe, might not be our best shot at communicating 
the gospel in 2021. 

I’m convinced that Christ wants to inspire so many lives through our community of 
faith, and together with Christ, we get to write our future. So may we take courage 
to write that future in forms and with enough imagination that this sacred love of 
Christ is shared in ways that people can hear.  If there’s any story that is worth our 
pivot, it’s the gospel of Jesus Christ. Amen. View Rev. Trevor’s sermon here.

       Rev. Trevor
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OF NOTE

This issue is dedicated to 
Lorna Hawkett, who turned 
85 last month.

Humber Valley will resume 
in-Church services on Sept. 
12.

Check out the Little Library 
on Church property. Take a 
book, share a book.

Save your waste paper for 
our second annual Shred-
ding Day to be held on Oct. 
16, rain or shine!

The United Church is taking 
important steps toward rec-
onciliation and Indigenous 
justice.

Paula Stone Williams (she, her).

Aug. 
2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8OblUjbrgk&t=11s
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“Sit by my side, come as close as 
the air, Share in a memory of 

gray; Wander in my words, 
dream about the pictures
That I play of changes.”

—Phil Ochs

There’s nothing more 
constant than change 

— whether we’re talking 
about personal relationships, 

corporate communications or 
spreading the word of Christ. 

Throughout COVID, we’ve all been waiting to get back to 
normal. And we did to some extent this summer, as the 
rules were relaxed and it was no longer considered illegal 
and dangerous to give friends and family hugs; we could 
dine out on patios and in restaurants again; and maybe, 
just maybe, start planning that long-awaited vacation.

My personal summer has been wonderful: our sons and 
their families got away for a week to a cottage; I got to 
spend lazy days on the beach with my grandchildren; 
picked up fresh produce, including my favourite, corn on 
the cob, from country markets; and saw friends I hadn’t 
seen for a year and a half or more. We’re even on track to 
attend a wedding at the end of the month!

UCW Unit 7, which has been meeting virtually for most of 
the past 18 months, gathered outdoors to produce our Au-
gust 1st worship service — it was amazing to see everyone 
once again in person! 

But we’re not quite “back to normal” yet. There’s still a 
little residual fear, and people have different ideas of what 
they are ready to embrace. I belong to several groups that 
have been Zooming for a year and a half, and some of 
the members would be quite happy to continue meeting 
online. Zoom has opened up a whole new world for those 
who feel uncomfortable or unsafe, are too busy, have 
health problems, or are physically unable to attend in-per-
son meetings. 

This summer, Anne and Beverley have worked hard to 
produce pop-up, in-person, events that still have a virtual 
component.

We will be returning to church next month, but It won’t 
quite be business as usual, since masking is mandated, and 
coffee hour will likely be held outdoors so that people can 
socially distance. Services will still be live-streamed, and 
it’s my guess that a sizeable portion of the congregation 

will continue watching services online. 

As Reverend Trevor Brisbin noted in his reflection, the form 
of doing things is changing. COVID has perhaps accelerated 
some of those changes. As a journalist and consultant who 
worked as a writer and editor for more than 40 years, I can 
identify with changes in form in another area, the commu-
nictions business.

When I started my career in 1975, a typical communi-
cations plan included news releases, press conferences, 
possibly a newsletter or magazine, and advertising in news-
papers, magazines, radio, televison and billboards, plus an 
annual conference and trade show. People chose careers in 
journalism, PR, advertising, sales or event management. 

Today, the job descriptions and communication vehicles 
have changed dramatically. If there are news releases, 
they’re not delivered by snail mail along with a slide or 8” 
x 10” glossy photograph that could be used for illustration. 
Newsletter and magazine advertising has dropped off and 
the share of radio, TV and billboards in the communica-
tions pie has declined. Instead we have influencers along 
with traditional journalists, PR and marketing people, and 
the constantly evolving world of social media has taken on 
additional importance. Many people get their news online, 
rather than from the more traditional media.

The need for news is still there. But it’s just as likely to take 
the form of a tweet gone viral, or a tiktok video, a podcast, 
a well-executed website or a constantly-changing sign.

As Reverend Trevor mentioned in his reflection, the ways 
people receive the good news of the Gospel is changing, 
and it’s important to adapt and determine the best forms 
to get the news out, especially in a post-COVID world.

Colleen Isherwood

Flashlights Restored Like People
When a flashlight grows dim or quits working, do you 
just throw it away?  OF COURSE NOT!  You change the 
batteries. When a person messes up or finds them-
selves in a dark place, do you cast them aside?  OF 
COURSE NOT!   You help them change their batteries: 
some need AA … Attention and Affection; some need 
AAA … Attention, Affection and Acceptance; some need 
C …. Compassion; some need D … Direction.

And if they still don’t seem to shine, simply sit with 
them quietly and share the light.
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Lorna grew up northwest of Toronto, along with her two 
younger brothers.  Her parents were farmers, doing mixed 
farming including crops and livestock.  

When Lorna was born, her family lived near Mount Forest, 
Ontario.  In 1937, while Lorna was still a baby, they moved 
to a larger farm in Mono and then on to Shelburne in 1948. 
The farm near Shelburne was a big step up because it had 
electricity!  

Lorna went to one-room school houses in her communities 
for grades 1-8 (there was no kindergarten at that time). If 
you have ever visited Mrs. Mitchell’s Restaurant in Violet 
Hill, it is located in the old Violet Hill school that Lorna 
attended in Grade 1.

Lorna’s family attended Rosemont United Church in her 
early years.  She took piano lessons as a child and sang in 
the choir at Trinity United Church in Shelburne when she 
was in high school. She also attended the church youth 
group and 4H Club.

After high school, Lorna went to Toronto Western Hospital 
to become a nurse.  She then went on to a nursing career 
at the Hospital for Sick Children, doing general nursing on 

Getting to Know Lorna Hawkett

This is a dedication to Lorna 
Hawkett for her wisdom, contri-
butions and devotion to the UCW, 
Unit 9 and Humber Valley United 
Church.

Lorna recently celebdrated a 
milestone Birthday. Happy Birth-
day from your friends at Humber 
Valley.  Wishing you many  more 
wonderful years.

— Diane Imber
Nursing Graduation

Wedding Day
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June 2009 - Unit 9 luncheon at Weston Golf Club.  Back row from left: Faye Stuart, Carol Jones, Doris Maynard, Deborah Turnbull, 
Diane Imber, Shelagh Chapman, Lorna Hawkett, Ruth Rae, and Gwen Hoover. Front row from left: Marjie Horner, Cathy Roberts, 
Alice Perry, DJ Peaker and Mary Oakes. Absent: Sally Roper, Sheila Marshall, Patricia Vassel, Donna Deans and Margaret Bradford.

the medical and surgical wards. Lorna later became the 
nurse at a pediatrician’s office in downtown Toronto.

Lorna & Gord were married in Shelburne, Ont.  They had 
two children, Tom and Karen. They were members of Rich-

view United Church during this timeframe.

Lorna became a full time homemaker after her children 
arrived. Gord was a Chartered Accountant and worked 
initially at Clarkson Gordon and later became the CA at 
various companies in the industrial sector.  

The family lived in the Humber Valley neighbourhood and 
joined Humber Valley United Church.

The family then moved to Montreal, and were members 
of Mount Royal United Church.  When they moved back 
to Toronto, the minister in Montreal, Don Gibson, said, “I 
hope our paths will cross again sometime”.  The Hawketts 
moved back to Etobicoke and re-joined Humber Valley 
Church.  To their great surprise, Humber Valley got a new 
minister shortly thereafter and it was Don Gibson!  What a 
strange coincidence.

Lorna has always been active in the UCW, both at her prior 
church, Richview United, and Humber Valley.  She and 
Gwen Gardiner co-led the Humber Valley UCW from 1999-
2001 and Lorna has been leader of Unit 9 several times. 
Lorna became a UCW Life Member in 2002.50th Anniversary with son Tom and daughter Karen.
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Fundraising Report 
The Fundscrip fundraising effort is going well with 
$2,364.35 having been raised since we started in Novem-
ber of 2020. Purchases of gift cards yield the church a small 
percentage of the amount purchased, with no extra cost 
to the purchaser. The next deadline for ordering the gift 
cards is September 21st, and we plan to take orders at the 
Welcome Back BBQ, which will be held Sunday September 
19th (tentatively depending on the COVID numbers).

Fundraising has been a little tricky this year with lock-

downs inhibiting most events. Fortunately, one event last 
year, Shredding Day, was so successful that we will be 
repeating it this October. The date will be October 16th, 
rain or shine, and the truck is booked. Let family, friends 
and neighbours know so they can get rid of all those docu-
ments cluttering up their closets. 

Murray Smith and his team are again planning a fun car 
rally to take place on October 23rd with a rain date of the 
24th. Don’t be surprised if we have to change the date 
since rain seems to be spoiling most plans this summer. 
Hope nobody will get stuck in the mud!

Other proposed events include an elegant evening wine 
tasting with a professional sommelier. This is scheduled for 
Friday, November 26 with such public health measures and 
restrictions as may be necessary. 

The next Fundraising committee meeting will be Friday, 
September 10th. If you would like to help with fundraising 
efforts or have a brilliant idea to share, please contact Joan 
Belford jbelford@path.com

Sylvia Cohen

Lorna and Gord did a lot of travelling. They took several 
vacations with the Royal Ontario Museum to places such 
as Egypt, Jordan and Israel. They also travelled to Greece, 
the Caribbean, Spain, Italy, the British Isles and many oth-
er interesting places.

Lorna loves Humber Valley due to the good friends she has 
met there.  She enjoys the traditional services and has also 

enjoyed seeing the creativity in the lay-led services during 
the last two summers.

Day to day, Lorna enjoys her friends in her condo. Lorna’s 
children and their spouses, are very active in her life.

Nancy Roper

The “Getting to Know Our Church Friends” series of articles are 
written by Nancy Roper in memory of her Dad, Norm Roper, who 
died in June 2020.  Norm loved visiting with people and hearing 
their stories. He never forgot the things that people told him, 
always remembering to ask how a special event had gone or 
checking in on people’s children and grandchildren, etc.

Getting to Know Lorna Hawkett (cont’d.)

mailto:jbelford@path.com
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United Church Commits to Help 
Bring Children Home
The source for the following article is “Bringing these 
children the honour we denied them in life,” Moderator’s 
Statement on Residential School Burial Sites, United Church 
of Canada, July 19, 2021. 

On July 19th, 2021, The United Church of Canada issued a 
‘Statement of Commitment’ supporting the search for the 
unmarked burial sites and to help identify the children who 
may be found on the grounds of the 15 residential schools 
it operated from 1849 to 1969. This is a response to Calls 
to Action 73-76 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion of Canada and is an act of reparation. On July 21st, the 
United Church of Canada General Council Executive also 
approved an initial $3 million dollars for this work.

The Moderator and General Secretary, on July 15th, 2021, 
had written to the Chiefs, Residential School Survivors, 
Families and the 15 Communities where the residential 
schools were situated to let them know of this commit-
ment and to be in dialogue about how to move forward. 

Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator of the United Church, said: 
“I want to acknowledge the pain that you, as survivors of 
residential schools, families, and communities, are expe-
riencing. We understand that the pain endured at these 

schools went far beyond their walls and grounds into the 
community and through generations. 

“We are aware of cemeteries on some of these sites, and 
we know that there are also unmarked and likely undocu-
mented graves of children. We acknowledge that our role in 
the residential school system and colonization is an abuse 
of power through our Christian faith. We hope that our 
ongoing work for reconciliation, which has been guided by 
United Church residential school survivors, more truly re-
flects what our faith calls us to be and do. We are commit-
ted to the ‘Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’ especially those directed to us as perpetra-
tors. These include those related to burial sites and missing 
children.

“In the spirit of truth telling and transparency, we want to 
share the work that we have done, in consultation with the 
community, on identifying and restoring graveyards. The 
United Church has actively supported ongoing work on the 
identification and preservation of gravesites related to the 
residential school in Brandon, Manitoba, and the commu-
nity of Okanese in Saskatchewan. The United Church of 
Canada has also been a partner in the preservation of the 
Regina Industrial School cemetery and in Red Deer, Alber-
ta.  There has also been research into possible graves at the 
Edmonton Residential School in southwestern Manitoba.

“This work is just a beginning, and we understand that 
it must continue. Steps are required to properly locate, 
identify, and honour these children, and for the truth that 
Indigenous people have always known to finally be heard. 
Any work we do to help search grounds of and surround-
ing United Church residential schools must be done with 
respect for, the consent of, and with the guidance of Indige-
nous leadership, communities, survivors, and families.

Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice

On July 4, 2021, HVUC held a special ceremony to honour, 
grieve and mourn the Indigenous Children by placing orange 
scarves in the trees. The photos are from that event.
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“We know that we are not the experts in this work. We will 
continue to share all the documents and knowledge we 
have. If anyone in the community wishes to share informa-
tion and expertise with us, we will gratefully accept it and 
be committed to transparency.  We are committed to meet-
ing with leadership to hear how they wish to proceed, and 
whether they would like our assistance at any stage. This 
includes financial assistance for what community leader-
ship deems appropriate.

“The United Church of Canada is committed to reconcil-
iation and to transparency in our efforts to support Indig-
enous leadership, communities, survivors, and families in 
bringing these children the honour we denied them in life.”

Following The United Church’s statement promising to re-
lease residential school records and provide financial assis-

tance to Indigenous communities affected by its residential 
schools, the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations 
(FSIN) Chief Bobby Cameron in Saskatchewan represent-
ing 74 First Nations in the province said, “We appreciate 
the acknowledgement and apology offered by the United 
Church,” adding that the affected peoples “shouldn’t have 
to continue fighting for a proper apology and compensa-
tion.” 

Submitted by Barbara Clarke

Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice (cont’d.)

KLUC’s Virtual Screening of 
“Becoming Nakuset”

The Kingsway Lambton United Church Anti-Rac-
ism Committee, along with the UCC, is running 
a virtual screening of  “Becoming Nakuset,” the 
Lived Experiences of a Sixties Scoop Survivor. The 
event will be held on Sept. 8, 2021 from 7:00 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
 
A virtual presentation and panel discussion fo-
cusing on the Sixties Scoop, an under-examined 
piece of Canada’s history that perpetuated the 
coercive assimilation of Indigenous people as 
witnessed in the residential school system. 
 
To register for the event, click here.
 
To watch a trailer, click here.

https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php?option=com_rsform&view=rsform&formId=473
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1va79rayi1ioio8/Becoming%20Nakuset%20Trailer.mp4?dl=0


Page 8 Life Events

Happy 60th Birthday,
Jennifer Brown!

We welcome Jennifer, 
an Etobicoke girl who 
went to Sunday School at 
Humber Valley United and 
grade school next door 
at Humber Valley Junior 
Middle School, to the 60+ 
folks at our church. 

Jennifer is a long-time 
member of HVUC. Jenni-
fer sang soprano in the 
Chancel Choir for a num-
ber of years and she espe-

cially loved it when Raymond Gould was Music Director. 

Many of her friends are ladies from Unit 7, where Jen has 
actively helped out with planning and organizing many 
events. She has also been called upon to read scripture for 
Sunday services.

While she no longer sings in the choir, Jen loves to sing 
along to the easy listening music on StingRay. I don’t know 
whether Jen’s cat, Joyce, likes the singing but Joyce loves 
Jen. She took to Jennifer, and Jennifer to her, several years 
ago when Jen worked at the Etobicoke Humane Society. 
Joyce came home with Jen and they still share her apart-
ment on Islington south of Dundas.

Jen had interesting jobs in her younger years — at 
Bowden’s Information Services and the U of T Faculty of 
Pharmacy. She tooled around in her red Honda Civic with 
the little flag on the antenna. Besides singing, Jennifer also 
loved to curl at Weston G &CC.  Now that she is retired she 
does a lot on her computer and likes to watch YouTube, 
particularly videos about cats and funny animals. 

What are Jen’s wishes for the coming year? To go on a 
cruise of the Caribbean and Panama Canal, to see her fa-
vourite team, the Blue Jays, go on a big winning streak, to 
go on day and weekend car trips, to visit with family, and 
to be back together in person with Unit 7 and her Social 
Grief Group, Among Friends.

Susanne Hynes

In Memoriam: Enid Marilyn 
(Ferrier) Raymond

It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of Enid Raymond 
who died peacefully at 
home in her 95th year. 
 
Enid was a long-time 
member of Humber Valley 
United. She loved attend-
ing Daytimers and other 
church events, and was a 
member of the Humber 
Valley Duplicate Bridge 
Club which played on 

Tuesday afternoons. 

Beloved wife of John Wilson Raymond (Jack) and loving 
mother to Marilyn, the late Patricia (David Rider), who 
tragically died from pancreatic cancer in December, and 
Janet (Gordon Nixon).

Adoring grandmother to Andrew Rider (Meghan), Sarah 
Rider, Gordon Rider (Robyn), Matthew Rider (Olivia), James 
de Gorter (Michaela), Katherine Barker (Adam), Jacqueline 
Gowdy (Simon), Patricia Nixon and Timothy Nixon (Tori)

Devoted great-grandmother to Elliott, Alexandra, Jack, 
Margot, Georgia, Audrey, Elizabeth and Posie. She also 
leaves sisters-in-law, Anne Hersh, Mary Raymond and 
brother-in-law, Matt Raymond and their families. 

Enid was predeceased by her parents, Dr. Gordon and Eu-
lilie Ferrier and her brothers, Jim (WWII) and Graeme and 
his wife, Shirley. 
  
If desired, donations in her memory may be made to the 
Dorothy Ley Hospice or the Wallace McCain Centre for 
Pancreatic Cancer at Princess Margaret Cancer Centre.
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone.

Source: Obituary, 
Globe and Mail
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Some August Birthdays
Catherine Ireland, August 2
David Kitchen, August 12
Lynn Manning, August 14
Roy Hood, August 16
Colleen Isherwood, August 26
Jennifer Brown, 60 years, August 30

Please let Colleen or Susanne know if you would like to 
have your birthday published in Connections. We are es-
pecially interested in those who are celebrating milestone 
birthdays!

Alanna Goodman honoured 
with Baillie Award 2021

Congratulations to Al-
anna Goodman for 
being chosen for one of 
the 2021 Ballie Awards 
from the Toronto United 
Church Council (TUCC). 
The awards recognize 
outstanding contribu-
tions from young people 
in church life. Alanna is 
among the eight nomi-
nees to have been granted 
an award this year.  

“I am thrilled to have 
been nominated and I 
am humbled to receive a 
Baillie Award,” Alanna told 
Connections. I am grateful 

to Sally Jo Martin who nominated me and filled out the 
application (which I understand required her to be a bit of 
a wordsmith as there was a word count). 

“HVUC has given me many opportunities to explore both 
my creative and intellectual gifts. I am deeply thankful to 
be a part of such a supportive community,” she said.

Alanna has a wealth of talents that she readily shares with 
her church community. She performed in the youth pro-
duction of “Godspell” as well as many talent shows. 

When the church was undergoing the exploration of next 

steps in ministry, she served as a youth representative on 
the transition team to outline the values and strategies 
that were needed. As part of that work she took the lead 
role in a dramatization of “The Iceberg is Melting” which 
explored the old and new ways of “being church”. 

Alanna wrote and performed a chancel drama as part of a 
youth service as well as a play titled “Shelter” for the Fami-
ly Christmas Eve service in 2019.

Her poem, “Quiet Goodbyes” was written for a Maundy 
Thursday service and for the confirmation class she wrote 
lyrics to a song, “Finding Faith”.  Her creativity is an inspira-
tion for young and old in our congregation.

Alanna joined her family in presenting a 2020 YouTube 
Summer Sunday service. Currently Alanna serves as Secre-
tary to the Board at Humber Valley and is the Co-chair of 
a committee to support the needs of young adults in our 
community.

HVUC Soloists on the move
Some of Humber Valley’s 
soloists are going on to 
new ventures, and we 
wish them well.

Congratulations to Thom-
as Goetz (shown in photo 
at left) for getting into law 
school at Queen’s Univer-
sity.

And congratulations to 
Rob Kempson (right) for 
becoming the new Artistic 
Producer at the Capitol 
Theatre Port Hope. 

Rob’s Humber Valley 
friends look forward to 
coming to see the shows!
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Hike for Hospice coming to 
HVUC on Sept. 26

Your HVUC Margo Marchers Team is busy preparing for our 
annual Hike for Hospice in partnership with The Dorothy 
Ley Hospice (DLH).
  
For the second year, in COVID-19 times, HVUC and DLH 
are pivoting to bring you an exciting, interactive, virtual 
Hike during the month of September. Last September, we 
were remarkably successful at adapting to a virtual Hike.  
We raised a record amount of money for our community 
partner.  Let’s see if we can do it again this year.  

The hope is that we will be able to have our famous sat-
ellite “five kilometre” hike, in one lap around the church, 
after the worship gathering on Sunday, September 26th.

As you know, the Hospice is partially funded by the Minis-
try of Health but each year it must raise over one million 
dollars from community support. All Hike proceeds go 
directly to helping individuals and their families, at a time 

when they most need the expert and compassionate palli-
ative care that DLH provides.

Stay tuned for more news 
of how you can be part of 
this year’s HVUC Margo 
Marchers Team. There will 
be more information in the 
September Connections and 
in the weekly Keeping in 
Touch emails during Septem-
ber.  And of course, please 
feel free to speak with any of 
the organizing members of 
the HVUC Margo Marchers 
Team: Barbara Clarke, Ron 
Crago, Sally Jo Martin, Janet 
McColeman and Wendy 
Oliver. 

Humber Valley United Church and The Dorothy Ley Hos-
pice, “Together We Are Stronger”, have been community 
partners for over 30 years.

Ron Crago

In-Church Services Start Sept. 12
The first service back in the sanctuary will be on Sunday, 
September 12 beginning at 10:30 a.m. All COVID protocols 
will be in place. Double vaccination is highly recommend-
ed for those over 12 years of age.  Please enter through 
the Anglesey doors and sign-in at the desks located in the 
narthex. Please follow the directions from the ushers and 
greeters. Please wear your masks at all times when you are 
in the church. Only one person is permitted in the wash-
rooms at a time. Coffee will probably be served outside the 
front doors after church so people can socially distance.

The service will also be live-streamed beginning at 10:30 
a.m. so you can continue to watch from wherever you are. 
The services will also be available online to watch at any 
time.

Welcome Back BBQ Sept. 19
This will be held on Sunday, September 19th right after 
church.  Details are being finalized.  Please join us, if you 
can — following all the COVID protocols, of course.

Deb Turnbull

Church News

The team was named to 
honour long-time Humber 
Valley member, the late 
Margo Watt.
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Campfire Singalong
Wednesday Aug. 25, 2 p.m.
An outdoor singalong of campfire favourites at West Deane 
Park with Colleen Isherwood on guitar and backup uke by 
Beverley. Bring your voice and any other instruments you 
have on hand. We will proceed rain or shine. Park entry is 
off Martin Grove Rd, first left north of Rathburn. We will 
meet at the covered pavilion. Please register on Zoom 
so we can estimate numbers for refreshments and song-
sheets.

Director of Worship Arts
Search is Underway
The offical deadline for receiving applications for the po-
sition of Director of Worship Arts was Friday August 13th.  
The search team (Mary Moffat-Johansson, Wilma Crago 
and Rev. Trevor) is pleased that we have already conduct-
ed multiple interviews with some promising candidates. 
Second interviews began this week.  For second interviews, 
Joan Belford and  David Kitchen (chair of M&P commit-
teee), are participating as well. Please continue to pray for 
the process as we seek the right person for this new role. 

Ireland Baby
Catherine and Bill Ireland 
were delighted to wel-
come their first grand-
child, Jonathan Benjamin, 
on Sunday August 8, 2021. 
His proud parents, 
Stephen and Manali, still 
live in the neighbourhood, 
so you may see them out 
for a walk soon.  
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HVUC’s Little Library — 
Take a Book, Share a Book

This handcrafted unit is located on the front lawn of the 
Church near the bus shelter and is intended to involve the 
community as a lending library. The idea came from the 
Dallimores, and their son in law, Andrew Jinkinson, was 
the craftsman.

“I had seen a few of these little street libraries in the 
neighbourhood and approached Deb [Turnbull] with the 
idea of putting one on church property,” Judith Dallimore 
told Connections.  “She thought it was a great idea, so I 
spoke to my son in law, Andrew Jinkinson, who is very able 
with woodworking tools and asked him if he could make 
one.  He said he could, so we costed it out. I said if he 
would make it I would pay for the supplies and that is what 
has happened.” The Little Library was finished on August. 
8, and installed by Peter White the following week. 

“The unit has two 
shelves, and can accom-
modate quite a number 
of books,” said Judith. 
“Anybody can take a book 
and/or share a book.  We 
have a little sign made 
which says HVUC - Take a 
book, share a book. The 
plan is to have novels or 
non fiction books, but 
not textbooks.  We will 
have some children’s 
books available too,” she 
added.

“We have put our book 
contribution in there.  
There is lots more room,”  
Judith said.

Church News

Andrew Jinkinson

Murray Morton to speak at 
HVUC Men’s Group on Sept. 27
Our speaker for the next Men’s discussion group is Murray 
Morton, a friend and  former business associate of Bob 
Kinnear. Murray will speak about his journey to Tanzania 
to climb Mount Kilimanjaro, which, according to National 
Geographic, is, at 5,900 metres plus (more than 19,000 
feet), the highest mountain in Africa.
 

It appears that we may once again be meeting in person – 
likely in Steed Hall (to accommodate spacing) at the usual 
time of 7:00 p.m. Please mark this on your calendar and 
plan to attend. “Long time no see!” Confirmation and fur-
ther information will follow in September.    

Bob Kinnear
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55+ Summer Program update

Our summer programs have been full of virtual 
programs and outdoor pop-up activities. Each week 
we’ve been experimenting with hybrid programs 
where we combine an in-person, outdoor activity 
with a virtual option on Zoom. Thanks to our wonder-
ful summer students, Chris Roper, Alexandra Mizgala 
and Colette Billowits, we’ve been able to expand our 
programming and outreach in the community! 

Summer pop-ups have allowed us to develop a pres-
ence in the community and it has been a wonderful 
opportunity to meet neighbours and people passing 
by. We’ve had outdoor crafts, Chair Yoga, paint day 
and a cooking club on the front lawn of HVUC. We 
also had an outdoor fitness pop up at Silvercreek 
Park, weekly walking meditations and a guided histor-
ical walk along the Humber River. If you are reading 
this online you can check out this drone video of our 
group on the shores of the Humber River, filmed by 
our guide Chris Higgins here. 

For the most part, at our outdoor pop-ups, the weath-
er has cooperated, although some humid, stormy 
days have had us changing our schedule a few times. 
Most memorable was an outdoor gathering at Kings 
Mill Park, called “Sharing the Sacred”, facilitated by 

Michael Burtt.  We decided to proceed although the 
weather was looking uncertain that day. We got going 
with our introductions, seated in our camping chairs 
in the park, when a sudden downpour soaked us all! 
Everyone was in good spirits and decided that a little 
water wouldn’t stop us. Within the space of that one 
hour,  the sun came out three times, followed by 
more rainshowers!  

We also continued our outreach to seniors at 
MABELLEarts. We provided much needed donations 
of milk, eggs and yogurt at the Food Market. In part-
nership with Valerie Wood and Woodhouse Urban 
Growers, we were able to share cheerful marigold 
plants and poems for each of the 60 seniors who visit 
the Food Market. 
 
We have been thrilled to welcome some visitors to 
our pop-ups with new connections and people signing 
up and participating in our 55+ programs. We are also 
pleased that our 55+ programs are being shared via 
TV with the Parkland retirement residence! 

To wrap up our summer program we are looking 
forward to an outdoor campfire sing along at West 
Deane park with Colleen Isherwood on guitar and 
Beverley Conner on ukulele, with assorted percussion 
instruments to share! (Wed., August 25th, 2-3 p.m.) 

On Monday August 30th at 10:30 a.m., we’ll host 
an outdoor Coffee Time on the lawn of HVUC with 
coffee, tea, lemonade and some yummy goodies. 
We’ll be launching our Fall Program Guide and enjoy 
sharing summer stories with each other. Everyone is 
welcome!

This Fall you can look forward to our regular virtual 
programs continuing with special guests and topics 
including: an Ageing Well Series, In the News and, of 
course, Daytimers!  

We look forward to hearing your ideas and feedback 
for future programs. Come out and join us for a virtual 
program or an outdoor event — we’d love to see you! 

Anne Pietropaolo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xMq1T8hXJkr-t-JER0yj5tToHJUO39aB/view?usp=sharing
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