
The hardest thing you’ve ever done
What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever done?  
No really… have you ever thought about it?  
Have you ever said it out loud?  

Whether we’ve had a chance to meet yet or not, I know this about you; you can do 
hard things.  

The truth is, Humber Valley has covenanted to do a really hard thing – transforma-
tion.  By definition, transformation is hard.  If it’s not hard, it’s likely not transforma-
tion that’s happening, but modification.  Sometimes modification is enough.  But 
when it isn’t, transformation is necessary.

Long before I arrived, Spirit had called Humber Valley in a direction of transforma-
tion.  A difficult process of laying down some of the most distinctive things about 
who we have been, for the possibility of who we can be.   

Fact: Doing hard things always goes better when you know you’re not in it alone.  

Cue soundtrack: With a Little Help From My Friends (The Beatles)
I get by with a little help from my friends
Mm, get high with a little help from my friends
Mm, gonna try with a little help from my friends

I am so excited about the staff team that has emerged to help make transformation 
meaningful and impactful.  With the gifted, talented and passionate people making 
up the HVUC volunteers and staff, I have no doubt we can do this hard thing, and 
even have some fun along the way!

Please continue to pray for, encourage and support the amazing people who have 
jumped in with both feet to lead this transformation.  It’s not easy… which I suspect, 
is why they signed up.  

The HVUC Ministry Staff:

Anne Pietropaolo – Seniors’ Program Coordinator
Claire Hatje – Sunday School Leader
Drew Brown* – Director of Worship Arts 
Licia Meldrum – Youth Faith Formation
Kate Brown* – Director of Inclusion & Engagement
Kelly Wells – Church Administrator

* Drew and Kate are not related.

Be well,

Rev. Dr. Trevor Brisbin
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OF NOTE
The Lent Sessions —
Thursday evenings
To be held in-person in the 
Sanctuary and live-streamed 
on our YouTube channel, we 
welcome everyone to a five-
week series called “The Lent 
Sessions”. Join us on Thursday, 
Mar. 10 at 7:30 p.m. as Trevor 
leads us in a time of reflection, 
song and prayer which will 
carry us into the Easter season.

February

2022



Page 2 From the Editor ’s  Desk — Joyful  Noises  
I have had an earbug — one of 

those catchy tunes that stays in 
your head for days — and it’s 

all because of Joyful Noise at 
Humber Valley. That’s the 
tentative name of the new 
choral group that’s forming 
at HVUC. We learned the 
song at our first practice 

session on Feb. 12 — if we 
keep the name, Joyful Noise, 

this could be our theme song!

“Make a joyful noise to the ends of 
earth. Make a joyful noise, all the earth. Sing, dance and 
clap your hands, play the trumpet and sound the cymbals. 
Sing, dance and clap your hands, Let the earth resound.”

I haven’t sung in a group like this since I was a teenager at 
St. James Islington United Church. People at Humber Valley, 
especially those who came from St. Luke’s, may remember 
our choir director from that time, Carolyn Gill, who passed 
away recently. For many years, my job involved a lot of 
travel, and I didn’t feel I could commit to Thursday night 
practices and Sunday services. But I always said I would join 
a choir when we retired. 

Steve and I retired at the end of 2020, but guess what? It 
was COVID and there was no choir. That all changed at the 
beginning of this year, when the call went out for anyone 
who was interested, to talk about reviving the choir and ex-
panding in new musical directions. We had a Zoom meeting 
where Judy Smith and Constance Crosby led a discussion 
of where this initiative should go. I learned that Jill Diane 
Filion would be accompanying and leading the 
choir. After the meeting, I dashed off a list of my 
favourite songs — both hymns and more mod-
ern music, and suggested we get a drummer. 
This was going to be fun.

Drew Brown got it right when Rev. Trevor Brisbin 
asked him about music styles, in a quick Q&A 
at Drew’s first Sunday service at Humber Valley. 
“Hymns or modern music?” Trevor asked. “Does 
it have to be either/or?” Drew replied.

This new group will sing at key church services 
and will support the monthly hymn sings, but 
it is by no means limited to that role. As COVID 
recedes, we can look at options such as reviving 
the Festival of Song, joining with other cho-
ral groups, and performing musical theatre at 
HVUC.

...That brings me to a second reason for joy this month. 
We have hired Kate Brown as our Director of Inclusion 
& Engagement. Not only is Kate personable and enthu-
siastic, but — drum roll please — she has a background 
that includes both ministry and musical theatre. She has 
produced and directed shows at the Mississauga Living Arts 
Centre and the Tarragon Theatre, among other places.

Remember Godspell? Remember the Penguins? For those 
who have been at HVUC as long as I have, remember 
Melba Watts sitting on the piano, singing lustily as longtime 
choir director Raymond Gould played show tunes on the 
piano?

Humber Valley has a deep history of singing, dancing and 
perfoming — does that make us Triple Threats? With Drew 
and his group of talented musicians, Joyful Noise and our 
talented Director of Inclusion & Engagement, Humber Val-
ley is indeed hitting a high note!

If you’d like to be part of Joyful Noise, please contact Judy 
Smith at jss75murray@gmail.com.

Read more:
• More music at Humber Valley, page 3.
• Drew and his Crew of Talented Musicians, page 8.
• Meet Kate Brown, page 6.

Colleen Isherwood

As co-editors, Susanne and I  love to hear from you. Con-
tact us at colleen.isherwood26@gmail.com or susanne@
hyneslegal.ca 

mailto:jss75murray%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:colleen.isherwood26%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:susanne%40hyneslegal.ca?subject=
mailto:susanne%40hyneslegal.ca?subject=
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The Humber Valley United Church Choir (the choir) has been active and 
strong in the church since its establishment in 1952, with several mem-
bers of the choir having been members for over 40 years. Many choir 
members wish to worship through singing and would like to maintain 
close relationships with HVUC rather than going to other choirs in order 
to sing.

The emerging direction for music will be predominately driven by a 
worship team approach rather than choral approach.  The choir will 
still have a role to play especially around Christmas, Easter and special 
occasions.    

The choir wishes to continue its work of liturgical choral music, and 
to expand into new musical directions, and to that end the choir has 
resolved with HVUC, the Director of Music Worship, the Minister, and 
board that:

1. The renewed choir will continue to support and be supported by 
Humber Valley United Church as the church choir, singing at such 
times as asked. 

2. Choir activities will support the monthly hymn sings which it cur-
rently participates in.  The choir will also be free to: expand its com-
munity reach; be eligible to be considered for financing as a small 
group activity within the church; be involved in church supported 
musical theatre or other church related activities; and be free to 
seek external funding.

3. The choir may from time to time operate under a different name or 
names as it may choose, currently it is considering ‘Joyful Noise’ as 
its moniker and may associate with other choirs or musical groups 
for seasonal or other performances. It may expand to include all 
ages and interests, church members and non-church members in 
the community. 

4. The choir is expected to choose its own leaders, musical directors, 
and accompanists; and to choose its own music.

5. The representatives of the renewed choir until the next choir elec-
tion is held will be Judy Smith, Ruth Johnson, and Colleen Isher-
wood.

Constance Crosby Photos from the Feb. 5 Hymn Sing at Humber 
Valley United Church.

More Music  at  Humber Valley United Church  
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Shrove Tuesday Virtual Pancake Supper on 
March 1 at 6:30 p.m.
As you know, local restaurants have suffered with 
COVID-19 restrictions. So in an effort to support local busi-
ness while enjoying each other’s company, HVUC is going 
to hold a virtual pancake supper again on Tuesday, March 
1 at 6:30 p.m. Those who wish may order takeout from 
“Canadiana”, with whom we have pre-arranged to make 
pancakes available all-day Tuesday, March 1, either on 
their own or as an add-on to any other menu item.  http://
canadianarest.com/menu/  This not a fundraiser but an 
outreach from HVUC to our community.
 
Ashes and Wine on March 2 at 7:30 p.m.
For our first return-to-church service in some months, we 
look forward to welcoming everyone on Ash Wednesday 
for worship and communion in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. 
The service will also be live-streamed for our distance 

members as well as those who don’t feel comfortable 
returning just yet. 

Let’s kick off the 40 days of Lent together using the ashes 
of last year’s palms, reminding us of where we have come 
from and where we are going.
 
The Lent Sessions - Thursday evenings
To be held in-person in the Sanctuary and live-streamed on 
our YouTube channel, we welcome everyone to a five-week 
series called “The Lent Sessions”. Join us on Thursday, Mar. 
10 at 7:30 p.m. as Trevor leads us in a time of reflection, 
song and prayer which will carry us into the Easter season.

Following the Sunday Service...
“Lobby Talk with Trevor” begins immediately following the 
10:30 a.m. Sunday service premiere. You are welcome to 
participate or be a fly on the wall at this lively discussion.

Humber Valley Events  During Lent

http://canadianarest.com/menu/
http://canadianarest.com/menu/
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Sam and Janet, 
A Love Story in the Past 
The Power of Love is a curious thing, make a one-man 
weep, make another man sing...

Love — Huey Lewis and The News sang — that’s the power 
makes the world go ‘round… And with a little help from 
above, You feel the power of love. February brings with it 
declarations of love and plenty of heart decorations. It is 
also a time to celebrate the love between family members, 
which I shared with my daughter Allison. And for many it is 
also a time to mourn the loss of a loved one. 

Despite the societal pressure to conform and enjoy the cou-
ples’ holiday, sometimes it is best to just reflect on love. Val-
entine’s Day will never be the same again for my loved ones 
with the end of my marriage to Sam. For everyone who 
does not have a significant other present, I want to share a 
a Love Poem by Jane Hirshfield, and my ‘heart shaped’ me-
mento. I have few ‘heart shaped’ things in my home other 
than chocolate. The photo was taken in James Gardens in 
1984 (the bridge is still intact), an engagement souvenir to 
be given out to family and friends with our wedding invita-
tion. This artifact will soon be buried in the past like many 
things along life’s path. 

This Was Once a Love Poem by Jane Hirshfield - Poems ...

Janet McColeman

When The Power of Love came to 
HVUC’s sanctuary stage...
In February 2003, my former venture, VMS Productions, 
offered a live concert at HVUC called “The Power of Love”.  
To date, it was one of my favourite performances.  It 
featured my friends and colleagues from the University of 
Toronto Operatic and Operatic Undergrad Programs. 

Joining me on stage with their fabulous voices were Joni 
Henson, Colin Ainsworth, Peter McGillvray, Brahm Gold-
hamer, and HVUC member Mr. George Turnbull Sr., who 
honoured us all with his incredible voice as he hosted and 
narrated.  The concert consisted of famous operatic ex-
cerpts inspired by love that challenged and broke hearts. It 
was truly magical and thankfully recorded. The live record-
ing was manufactured onto CD by Silverbirch Productions.  
I still have a few CDs available if anyone is interested. Call: 
416-937-8576.
 
Thank-you HVUC for the sanctuary stage and support back 
in 2003, and for the chance to walk down memory lane 19 
years later!!

Valerie Wood (aka Valerie Mero-Smith)

https://poets.org/poem/was-once-love-poem
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One of the perks of my job as a co-editor of Connections, is 
that I was able to meet Kate Brown, who has joined Humber 
Valley as  Director of Inclusion & Engagement, on her very 
first day at the church. Kate comes to us with impressive 
qualifications and plenty of enthusiasm! 
 
Kate’s role in our congregational and community life will 
encompass a wide range of duties that include leadership 
and support of existing and potential new members as we 
pursue meaningful pathways.
 
When you meet her, you will recognise that Kate’s engaging 
and welcoming attitude aligns with our Humber Valley’s. 
Please feel free to reach out to introduce yourself to her!

“Kate is a wonderful addition to the HVUC community. She 
brings with her a love for God and people that is conta-
gious,” said Rev. Trevor Brisbin. “As our Director of Inclusion 
& Engagement, I have no doubt Kate will lead us in exciting 
new opportunities. Spend five minutes with Kate and you 
will know why she will be such a great ambassador for 
HVUC.”

Kate grew up in Lorne Park with two wonderful parents and 
a younger brother, and they always had dogs. Currently she 
has two canines in her life, including Tucker, the husky-shep-
herd pictured with her at right, and Sam, a golden doodle, 
shown below.

Starting when she was just 16, Kate was a leader at Mini-Yo-
We Summer Camp in Muskoka, becoming Director of Mini-
Yo-We’s girl’s camp in 2000-2001. After graduating from 
University of Western Ontario, she directed the Leadership 
Development Program at Mini-Yo-We, implementing leader-
ship training and bible study programs for 120 young adults.

From there, she moved to Port Sydney, Ont., to take a job 
with Ontario Pioneer Camp, where she worked for almost 
10 years, directing Adventure Camp, a co-ed Christian, resi-
dential camp for five- to ten year-olds. “I loved the kids and I 
loved the leaders,” Kate said.

“Ignorance plus confidence equals success,” Kate noted 
when describing her next move into musical Theatre. A 
number of the staff at Pioneer Camp had backgrounds in 
theatre, and Kate launched a theatre company that rented 
the Living Arts Centre in Mississauga, and produced musi-
cals, including Crazy for You, Oliver, Seussical the Musical 
and Bye Bye Birdie. From there Kate launched her profes-
sional career and went on to direct and choreograph over 
20 professional productions with credits at companies such 
as: Tarragon Theatre, Mirvish Off-Broadway, Canadian Stage 
Company, Vancouver Arts Club, The Living Arts Centre, 
Thousand Islands Playhouse, Talk is Free Theatre, Theatre 
20 and the Meadowvale Theatre.
She founded her own company,  Clearwater Theatre, and 
directed and produced two professional productions every 
year at Tarragon Theatre ExtraSpace. 

“It was a thrilling and creative part of my life from 2011 to 
2017, and I loved what I was doing, but I was also teaching 
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music to try to supplement my income,” Kate said.

She had been a member of The Meeting House, a very 
large  church, for many years, and in 2016, she became an 
ordained minister and was one of 10 pastors responsible for 
pastoral care for over 5,000 community members at their 
Oakville Location, including officiating weddings/funerals, 
hospital visits, support for community members in palliative 
care, prison ministry, marriage counseling and prayer, spiri-
tual support for those in crisis.

“I worked as the Community Pastor, helping people get 
connected with the church. I was also responsible for the 
Newcomer’s Centre, leading a team of 300 volunteers. We 
wanted people coming for the first time to feel welcomed 
and  not to have anyone fall between the cracks.  It was 
challenging in such a big church, Kate added. Greeters were 
trained to notice people who seemed lost. We had ushers 
always standing in the same place to try to identify new-
comers.” 

“At The Meeting House, we were trying to make a big 
church seem smaller.”

Feeling welcomed was not a problem at Humber Valley, 
Kate said, adding that people immediately made her feel 
at  home here. Nevertheless, part of her job description is 
to help Humber Valley become even better at growing our 
congregation and welcoming newcomers.

Kate’s background in theatre means she has lots of friends 
in the queer community, and she realized that while the 
Meeting House is so loving and welcoming, she needed to 
be part of an affirming church and felt God release her from 
her ministry at The Meeting House to find a completely 
inclusive faith community. 

“I contacted Trevor, knowing that he and I were aligned on 
that subject,” she said. She knew Trevor’s story, and that 
he had put everything on the line to stand up for equality. 
“Trevor said, ‘I know it’s hard to leave your faith communi-
ty, but I have a church home for you that is welcoming and 
inclusive.”

“Around that time, I had been doing Yoga non-stop to an 
album I had discovered called Hymns of the Architect, and 
found out it was created by a musician named Drew Brown. 
The same day at The Meeting House that I knew God was 
releasing me from my position, Drew Brown was the guest 
worship leader and the songs he chose were all about God’s 
faithfulness.  So to find out that he was also part of the 
church that Trevor had invited me to attend, felt like further 
confirmation from the Holy Spirit.

“Three of my [Meeting House] volunteers with kids in the 
LGBTQ+ community  asked if I knew of any fully affirming 
churches. I came to Humber Valley with them the following 
Sunday morning, and we all felt, ‘We’re home. This is our 
home.’ ”

Colleen Isherwood

Welcome Kate Brown (cont’d.)
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Drew Brown has some outstanding singers and musi-
cians who accompany him during the worship services at 
Humber Valley. Sarah Dickson (above) harmonizes so well; 
there’s Dave McCaig, who plays the keyboards as Drew and 
Sarah sing. Riley King can cover for Drew in a heartbeat, 
and Kerlan Maclean plays percussion.

Drew has known all of them for many years and has played 
in venues from Trinity Anglican Church in Mississauga to a 
monthly worship event at an Oakville bar.

“I was their Worship Pastor at different churches,” Drew 
explained. “When I went to an Anglican Church in Missis-
sauga, Kerlan was one of the first people I met there. He 
lived around the corner, and we would have barbecues. He 
was Uncle Kerlan to my kids.”

He met Sarah his first Sunday there as well. Her parents 
were two of the many worship leaders there, and Sarah 
and her sister were both involved in music in the youth 
group.

“The interesting story was that I came into their lives 
while their church was going through a similar transition 
to us here at HVUC. They had a new pastor who wanted 
to take the church into a modern-day presence in terms of 
style - much more than we are doing. At that point, I was 
living in Winnipeg, my kids had just been born, and I was 
missing family connections. The majority of people lead-
ing the worship were 60-plus. There were tons of really 
skilled and talented people, but they  didn’t play the style 

of music the board and pastor were looking for. And there 
was a cultural thing that the younger people felt was not 
welcome. I didn’t see anyone under the age of 40 in the 
sanctuary. Sarah, Kerlan, Dave and I played a major role 
in changing that culture. Not only were youth and young 
adults welcome, but they were integrated into services by 
leading announcements, running tech, reading scripture 
and leading the music.”

Drew met Riley when they were both volunteers at a dif-
ferent church called “Reunion,” where many people were 
going through spiritual deconstruction and recovering from 
religious trauma. But Riley always played on the Sundays 
Drew wasn’t there — it took a long time before they actu-
ally connected! When they did, “I was blown away by his 
skill,” Drew said. “He played these gorgeous arrangements 
of music — created there at the moment. Wow.” 

“What Sarah, Dave, Riley and Kerlan all have in common is 
they want to be of service. They want to know how they 
can best serve the church by doing music ministry, and 
they want to do it with excellence. But it’s never about 
the ego; it’s never about being seen on stage. The posture 
of the heart and the eagerness to carry the vision is vital 
for worship teams to grow. The combination of heart and 
hands is a key to creative arts ministry. And it’s exciting for 
me to see artists who are looking for a spiritual community 
and looking for the Ancient/Future worship style that we 
have  - join us here at HVUC.”

Colleen Isherwood

Drew and his  Crew of  Talented Musicians
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When Zoran retired, the church hired J&S Corporation 
to provide our daytime caretaking going forward. J&S is 
owned by Jennifer and Ashook Manorath. Initially, Daniel 
Martinez was assigned to our church, but sadly he fell ill. 
Jorge Siqueira is our new full time caretaker. Dragan con-
tinues to work evenings and Zoran works on Sundays.  

Jennifer from J&S provided the following information 
about her company and her family:

• J&S Corporation is a family owned company, specializ-
ing in churches since 2001. J&S is unique in its service 
to churches as we carefully tailor-fit our services to the 
specifications of individual budget and requirements of 
each church and its setting.  

• J&S Corporation’s hallmark is quality of service.
• Jorge Siqueira is our full-time employee assigned 

to HVUC.  Jorge hails from Brazil, which borders on 
Guyana where Ashook and I are from — fellow South 
Americans.

• Together, we are a blessed team who are proud of our 
team spiritedness, work and affiliation with Humber 
Valley United Church.

• As for our family: Ashook and I came to Canada in 
1994.  We have one daughter, Naomi, who has worked 
alongside us at J&S since we founded the company 
when she was a young teenager.  She has now earned 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Human Resources Manage-
ment and works for a staffing company in Brampton — 
six years and counting.  She is still part of the J&S team 
on a consulting basis as needed.

• Ashook spearheads the Westway United Church care-
taking needs and manages both the HVUC and West-
way buildings in a management and hands-on capacity.  
Jorge is the main full-time worker at Humber Valley.

• I am the full-time administrator at Westway United 
Church.  

• I am also the lead volunteer coordinating the Food 
Bank there with six other volunteers.

• Ashook and I love to travel and have done many trips 
to Mexico, the Caribbean and South America.  Once it 
is safe to travel again, Spain and Paris are next on our 
travel destination list. 

Jorge provided the following 
introduction to himself and 
his family:
• Jorge is married to Cinara 
who works as a childhood 
assistant at a daycare centre.  
They have been in Canada 
for 3.5 years. They have two 
adult sons: Jorge Jr. and his 
wife, Kassia, live in Welland, 
where Jorge Jr. manages 
an A&W restaurant.  Rafael 
and his wife, Rachael, live in 
Houston, Texas where Rafael 

is a math teacher.  Jorge Sr is eagerly awaiting grand-
children!  

• In Portuguese, instead of saying “Jorge Jr.” they add 
“Filho” to the end of the name since “Filho” means 
“my son” — so Jorge calls his son “Jorge Siqueira Fil-
ho”, not Jorge Jr. 

• Jorge Sr. earned his Masters in Christian Counselling 
from the Canada Christian College in Whitby in July 
2021.  He has 14 years’ experience with addictions 
counselling for a non-profit in Brazil and he is providing 
free counselling in person and via Zoom at present. 

•  While he was in Durham region, Jorge worked in a 
daycare, drove a delivery truck, did Uber Eats and 
worked as a handyman.

• In his role as a pastor, Jorge established a new con-
gregation that meets in rented space in Brampton on 
Sunday afternoons.  Despite the pandemic challenges, 
they already have 20-25 members, with a nice mix 
of Canadian, Brazilian and Filipino people.  Once the 
pandemic is in hand, they look forward to running 
extra-curricular activities like soccer and basketball as 
part of their church programming.

• In his spare time, Jorge enjoys being a handyman, do-
ing woodworking and painting etc.  He looks forward 
to making a lot of new friends in Canada.

We look forward to meeting Jorge, Jennifer and Ashook in 
person once we are back at church.

Nancy Roper
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Scott, Alexa, Oliver, Sophie and Cameron Barkley from 
Mississauga are excited to be joining the HVUC community.  
Scott and Alexa are both Chartered Professional Accoun-
tants. They met during university when they were both 
working for the large accounting firm KPMG. Alexa was 
there on her first co-op term for the Bachelor of Business 
Administration program at Wilfrid Laurier University, and 
Scott was there as a summer student from McMaster Uni-
versity’s Bachelor of Commerce.  

Scott and Alexa wed in October of 2003 at the Old Mill 
in Etobicoke, and had their three children in 2005, 2006 
and 2008. While the children were small, Alexa stayed 
home and eventually opened her own accounting practice.  
Growing this practice in size over a few years allowed Scott 
to leave his position at the Mutual Fund Dealers Associ-
ation to join Alexa in 2014, and the company was incor-
porated under the name Barkley & Barkley Professional 
Corporation.
  
A 2012 car accident unfortunately disabled Alexa with a 
condition called Complex Regional Pain Syndrome, and 
she was unable to continue working.  This condition is 
extremely painful and affects her mobility and concentra-

tion. We are praying that one of the options suggested by 
current doctors will be successful in relieving this pain.  In 
the meantime, Alexa focuses her time on volunteering 
and advocacy.  Alexa is a parent representative on the Peel 
District School Board’s Parent Involvement Committee, 
which allows her to participate in key decisions made at 
the Board level. At their previous church, the entire family 
participated in volunteer positions, including ushering, 
greeting, and managing the on-site coffee shop. 

The Barkley’s eldest child Oliver (16), pronouns he/him, 
has transitioned recently. Oliver spent many years in the 
Canadian Armed Force’s Cadet program, earning the 
designation Sergeant for his hard work. Oliver attends the 
Visual Arts program at Cawthra Park Secondary School. 
His creativity and skills in illustration are outstanding, and 
he spends many hours using those skills to write a story, 
which he hopes to be able to publish in the future. 
 
Oliver is active in the Queer Student Association at Caw-
thra Park, serving as both their Co-Activity Manager and 
Treasurer, a real point of pride for his accountant parents.  
Oliver is in Grade 11 and is enjoying having a spare for the 
first time ever, though it is difficult to find a use for it given 
that it falls directly after his Grade 12 Chemistry course. 
He is completing a First Aid course, during that time, and 
uses extra time to manage homework requirements. Oliver 
was a long-time participant in the Girl Guides of Ontario 
program, as a Spark, Brownie, Guide and Pathfinder.  He 
finished his Canada Cord in 2020, and really enjoyed help-
ing Alexa manage each unit. Many lasting friendships were 
made in Girl Guides.

Barkley Family in 2019, including Debit the Dog.

Barkley Family in Guides and Scouts in 2015 (approx).



Page 11Welcome to the Barkley Family (cont’d.)

Sophie is 15 (She/Her) and is attending a Sci-Tech program 
at Port Credit Secondary school in Mississauga. She has 
taken a keen interest in her tech classes and thinks that 
she may possibly be interested in pursuing engineering in 
post-secondary. Sophie has participated in Debate Club at 
school, in addition to presenting at a charity event to raise 
awareness of injustice in the world, and Art Clubs as well.   
Sophie is excited to be able to go for her G1 licence when 
she turns 16 and has already declared her intention to take 
the family car cruising, when she is able. Mom and dad 
are a little more hesitant on the topic. She is also looking 
forward to being able to work this summer. She has volun-
teered in the past at SAGA summer camp and has shown 
herself to be wonderful with children. Sophie also com-
pleted her Canada Cord for Girl Guides. She enjoys spend-
ing her free time doing diamond-painting, singing and 
dancing to music. Sophie is known to kick her parents out 
of their room so that she can maximize her dance space.
  
Cameron (He/Him) is in Grade 8 at Homelands Senior Pub-
lic school in Mississauga, in the Enhanced Learning Class-
room. This program has given him many opportunities 
to increase the depth of his understanding, and to hang 
out with a group of kids that he has been with through 
Elementary.  Pre-COVID, Cameron really enjoyed playing 
Squash and Racquetball with Scott. Cameron also liked 
participating in family Badminton games at the local com-
munity centre. Cameron spends his time playing Minecraft 
and other computer games with his friends online.
  
Rounding out the Barkley household is their Boston 

Terrier, Debit. Scott and Alexa think her name is hilarious, 
because in the accounting world, a Debit is an Asset, and 
an Expense. Debit truly fits that bill with her allergies 
and special vet requirements. Debit is known for nesting 
in the blankets on people’s beds, or on the couch, and 
so the family needs to take extra care in looking before 
sitting.  She also enjoys barking her head off at dogs that 
are significantly larger than herself and playing fetch in the 
backyard.  

 Scott and Alexa Barkley

Barkley Kids - at Christmas in fuzzy blankets, Christmas 2020.

Our New Nursery Supervisor
Bridgette Jarvis is our new nursery supervisor.  She 
started work last fall and will pick up again when the 
church re-opens.

Bridgette grew up in Etobicoke.  She completed her 
BA in Liberal Arts and Sociology at Bishop’s University 
in Sherbrooke, Quebec and is currently completing a 
degree in Early Childhood Education (ECE) at Humber 
College.  She is hoping to work in the field of outdoor 
education in the future.

Bridgette enjoys: rock climbing, canoeing, reading and 
travelling.  In 2019 she completed Katimavik, travelling 
and volunteering in Winnipeg and Nanaimo.  This sum-
mer she has plans to go to Denmark to complete her 
field placement for school.

Claire Hatje
Sunday School Leader
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You need go no further than Yvan Baker’s annual New 
Years Levee and Community Awards Ceremony for proof 
that HVUC people are very active not only in their church 
but also in the community. We are very fortunate to have 
such amazing volunteers. They make things happen and 
give back to their neighbours from their hearts and from 
the riches of their own experience.

Many of us watched the Zoom ceremony on January 30. 
Mr. Baker read a short tribute for each recipient and then 
they had their pictures taken together.

Congratulations to Lynn Manning, Judy Smith, Nancy Rop-
er, Barbara Clarke, and Ron Crago. You can find the tribute 
to Nancy at right, and to the others in January’s Connec-
tions, pages 8-10.

Susanne Hynes
Nancy was nominated by Christina Manulak, President 
of the Buttonwood Hill Residents Association. Here are 
some of the things she said. 

Nancy is a very warm-hearted and extremely caring 
neighbour and friend to so many of us for many years.  
If there is any issue or concern within our community, 
Nancy speaks up and takes charge. 

Nancy is a “Community Champion” building up our 
neighbourhood into a great place to live. She has 
always watched over the neighbourhood, helping 
out wherever she can: sharing information, welcom-
ing new neighbours, shovelling driveways, watching 
homes during vacations, taking meals to elderly and ill 
folks and helping to address any issues that come up.

Twelve years ago, Nancy started an annual “Ice Cream 
Social” for neighbours to get to know one another and 
it has been a game-changer for our community. Fifty 
people generally come out each year, and stay well 
beyond the 1-hour timeframe on the invitation.  

Nancy has twice rallied the community to help the 
police to identify, arrest and charge criminals. In 2010 
we stopped a serial burglar who had progressed to 
home invasions and assaults, terrorizing one of our 
elderly neighbours. In 2020, we provided the evidence 
required to round up and charge a large province-wide 
ring dealing in burglaries, drugs and guns.

Nancy is a friend to the Buttonwood Residents’ Assn., 
always willing to brainstorm ideas and help at commu-
nity events, deliver flyers, greet guests, share informa-
tion, etc. We  hope she will join our board one day!

Nancy Nancy 
RoperRoper

Yvan Baker, MP, Etobicoke Centre, with (from top), Barbara 
Clarke, Judy Smith, Lynn Manning and Ron Crago. Nancy Rop-
er, our fifth winner, is pictured in the column at right.
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The HVUC Fundraising Committee has lots of fun and ex-
citing events lined up for 2022. Here is a brief summary in 
order of occurrence.

February 14: Valentine Treat Bags. Yes, we know that date 
is past, but we wanted to tell you how well it went. See 
details in separate write-up on page 14.

February 27: Where Were You in 72? A coffee-house style 
concert of music from 1972 presented by Briar Boake and 
friends. Sunday Feb. 27 at 2:00 p.m  No ticket price, but 
registration is required so that we can keep numbers within 
COVID guidelines. See poster to register, and hurry; this 
event is 75 per cent full at time of writing.

March 2 to April 14: Lenten Can campaign. You are encour-
aged to set aside the equivalent of a cup of coffee each day 
for the 40 days of Lent, and return your can Easter Sunday. 
Pick up cans at the church or call the office to arrange to 
have a volunteer bring you one.

Ongoing: Our Fundscrip gift card program continues to be 
a painless way to contribute to the church. You just buy gift 
cards for places you would regularly shop, and the church 
gets anywhere from 3 to 6 per cent rebate. Want to know 
how it works? Contact Lynn Manning or Kathy Kitchen.

May 1: A Magic Show in Steed Hall, featuring David Peck, 
who is a friend of Trevor, and has been helping with 
audio-visual matters for the past year or so. Fun for the 
whole family.

May ? (date to be confirmed). Bring-and-Buy Sale. Bring 
up to 10 items you no longer need; buy something to take 
home. Items can be new or used, or include baking and 
handicrafts. All items sell for either $10 or $20; no bargain-
ing.

June 5: The Jubilee Tea. Watch for details of this UCW 
event, which promises to be a Royal Treat.

October 15: Shredding Day returns. Start saving your shred-
ding now, and tell all your family and friends so that they 
can get ready too.

October 22 or 23. Car Rally. Participants love this tour of 
the fall countryside, but putting it together is a lot of work; 
so be warned, pre-registration numbers will determine 
whether this event goes ahead.

November 5: Concert and Silent Auction. Back by popular 
demand, Valerie Wood and her crew will once again raise 
the roof with a thrilling concert, and lots of cool opportuni-
ties for hot purchases. This is our biggest fundraising oppor-
tunity of the year, so start thinking now about the item or 
event you could contribute to the auction.

Early December: Singalong Sound of Music. Costumes wel-
come. Brown paper packages tied up with string anyone?

We are researching a few additional ideas, and are always 
looking for more. If you have any suggestions, or would like 
to join our happy team, please contact Joan Belford (jbel-
ford@pathcom.com)

Thank you all for your never-ending support.

Joan Belford
Chair, HVUC Fundraising Committee

Where Were You in '72? 
Afternoon 
Coffee House 
with 
Briar Boake 
& Friends 
 
Sunday Feb 27 
 
Pop music culture 
of the early 70s 
performed 
through story and 
song 
 
This is a free, ticketless 
event but PLEASE 
 

REGISTER AT 
EVENTBRITE.ca 
 
Refreshments will be available. 
Donations welcome anytime at 
www.hvuc.ca or at the concert. 
COVID protocols in place. 
Fifty percent of proceeds go 
towards the life & work of 

76 Anglesey Blvd. 
Etobicoke 

mailto:jbelford%40pathcom.com?subject=
mailto:jbelford%40pathcom.com?subject=
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Our Lenten Can Campaign: 
What are You Grateful for?
In the days leading up to Easter, we ponder that for which 
we are thankful. Our yearly Lenten Can collection has been 
a way in which reflection translates into giving what we 
can. Each year, during the forty days of Lent, members 
of the congregation put some change into their tins, and 
return the tin to the church on Easter Sunday. We suggest 
the guideline of a daily contribution equivalent to the price 
of a cup of coffee, but any amount is welcome and appre-
ciated. Proceeds will further the life and work of Humber 
Valley United Church.
  
Lenten donation cans are available for pickup at the church 
beginning March 2. Please notify the church office if you 
would like your can delivered.

We have around 100 tins for distribution, If you took one in 
a previous year and still have it at home, please feel free to 
use that. If you find it more convenient, you are welcome 
to tally up your daily contributions and make one lump 
sum donation to the church. Go to www.hvuc.ca to review 
“6 Easy Ways to Donate”. Note that HVUC now has e-trans-
fer capabilities.

May your Lenten Can be a visual stimulus to daily contem-
plation of the meaning of Lent.

Joan Belford

Sweet treats in Valentine Bags
February 14, 2022 brought some sweet surprises for 97 
lucky people who were recipients of HVUC Valentine 
Treat Bags. Each gaily decorated cello bag contained a 
$5.00 Starbucks gift card, pink popcorn, chocolate hearts, 
shortbread cookies, chocolate pretzels, a card on which to 
challenge your Valentine to a game of X’ and O’s, and even 
a couple of Valentine-themed riddles. The bags were tied 
with curly ribbons, and included a colourful gift tag. A Treat 
indeed!

Inspired by Kathy’s idea, Kathy Kitchen, Lynn Manning, 
and Carolyn Whiteside formed a team that created the 
advertising, took all the orders, hand made all the goodies, 
contributed their creations at no cost, and filled and tied 
all the bags. As the orders kept coming in, the team had to 
scramble to keep up with their baking and candy making. 
Altogether they made 97 treat bags, and netted $1,000 for 
the church. Making the best use of every dollar, the team 
ordered the Starbucks cards though the Fundscrip Gift 
Card program, and thus made an extra $8.70 to add to the 
take. That is truly thinking outside the box! 

The response of the congregation was beyond our expecta-
tions. Many people bought several bags to deliver to their 
lucky family and friends. Ruth Johnson ordered enough for 
her two daughters and their families, and then used the 
bags as place cards for a Valentine dinner party. Your table 
looked fabulous, Ruth.

Joan Belford
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At the beginning of 1972, my life was a bit of a muddle. 
A happy muddle, but a muddle. After returning flat broke 
from a 3-week vacation in Mexico that had stretched to 
5 months, I had taken a job with the Student Council of 
the University of Western Ontario. As a professional social 
worker, my task was to set up a peer-support student 
counselling program, teaching selected student volunteers 
the basics of how to help their colleagues in distress. 

At that time, the Student Services building was still under 
construction; thus we had nowhere to operate. As a result, 
I ran the program in various spaces as available, and spent 
the rest of my time doing other duties that the student 
council concocted. During this time, I lived on the edge of 
campus, in a tiny house with two first year students. I was 
also spending a lot of time with a graduate student who 
was campaigning to be President of the Student Council. 

During the summer, I directed the London Youth Hostel, 
which I had also done the previous year. In 1971, the hostel 
had been so controversial that it frequently made head-
lines in the London Free Press, but the 1972 operation was 
largely uneventful. Overall, I was having great fun, as if I 
were a student without having to go to class. 

I nevertheless knew it was all temporary, and I needed to 
figure out what to do next. Proximity to the Ivey School of 
Business got me thinking it might be valuable for a social 
worker to have some business skills. A colleague told me 
“You don’t want an MBA, you want an MPA”.  I had never 
heard of an MPA, but soon found it meant Master of Public 
Administration, and is intended for those who expect to 
work in government or charitable organizations, rather 
than in the corporate world. Though it was already mid-Au-
gust, I called the Queen’s School of Public Administration. 
Miracle of miracles, three weeks later, I started class. 

I found an apartment in Kingston, but it was not available 
until October 1. My aunt kindly arranged for me to stay 

during September with her brother and sister-in-law, John 
and Marie-Jeanne Coleman, whom I knew slightly. What an 
incredible stroke of luck! When I first arrived, Marie Jeanne 
had gone to stay with her son, whose wife was expect-
ing their first baby. In her absence, I managed the meals. 
When I went to get the keys for my apartment on October 
1, I found that the landlord had double-rented it, and I had 
nowhere to stay. That night I heard John on the phone to 
Marie-Jeanne, suggesting that I stay on with them, because 
“she can cook”. When Marie-Jeanne returned, I found out 
that she was a brilliant woman, warm and gracious, but 
cooking was not her forte.

John Coleman was head of the Queen’s Math department, 
while Marie-Jeanne worked with the Dean of Women, 
counselling female students. John and Marie-Jeanne had 
met in Switzerland, at a conference of the Student Chris-
tian Movement. Marie-Jeanne had graduated in theology, 
though she was never ordained. When they married, her 
wealthy parents sent over a boatload of antique European 
furniture; I thus got to study on a Louis XV desk.

John and Marie Jeanne welcomed all, and never locked 
their doors. When I arrived home from school, I never 
knew whom I would find: a distinguished professor from 
Scotland, three young men expelled from Africa by Idi 
Amin, or a first-year student overwhelmed by the new 
math. Dinner conversations were like reading the New 
York Times: always topical, always well-stated, and often 
controversial. As the icing on the cake, John was not only a 
generous host but a connoisseur of wine.

Living with them would have been an education in itself, 
but I was also fortunate in my graduate program. Our core 
courses were case-based, with the goal being for the stu-
dents to solve issues currently facing the government.

 

Broomball team in 1972.

Joan Belford with a client in her counselling office, which was 
called “The Speakeasy: A Low Key Rap Centre.”.

Continued on next page
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Where were you in ‘72 — Joan Belford

Tackling such weighty matters taught us that there are 
a lot more factors that must be taken into consideration 
than most of the public would first imagine. We also often 
benefitted from having a sitting Member of Parliament, or 
a senior civil servant, provide insight as a guest lecturer. 
Though I struggled with economics, I thoroughly enjoyed 
my courses.

I also lucked out with my classmates. There were only 28 
people in the class, and, almost 50 years later, I count 10 
as close friends, and am still in touch with most of the 
others. Doing study projects in groups helped bond us, but 
so did our Broomball games and our frequent Friday night 
excursions to Alexandria Bay, USA, where the bars closed 
an hour later than in Kingston. As the pictures from those 
times show, we had some epic parties. As they also show, 
we had some epic wardrobes!

The year, of course, was not all sunshine. We covered a lot 
of educational ground in a very short time, and we had to 
work hard. My long-distance romance came to a sudden 
and ignoble end on New Year’s Eve. More critically, the 
Director of the School of Public Administration, with whom 
we had all become close, died suddenly of a heart attack 
during our term.

One of the hit songs of 1972 was “I Can See Clearly Now”, 
sung by Johnny Nash. Though 1972 had started out rather 
happily disjointed, it ended up setting me on a clear path. I 
made new friends; I learned new skills. After graduation, I 
went on to a new job in a new province, and a new boy-
friend. Like some of John and Marie-Jeanne’s wines, 1972 
was indeed a good year.

Joan Belford 
February 2022

Continued from previous page

The UFO Crafters group love our weekly meetings follow-
ing Lobby Talk.  Like minded folks work on their projects 
while we chat … usually on craft-related topics.  We’ve had 
a recent streak of finished objects that we wanted to share 
with the group, some with photos, others via text.

Carol Jones is by far our most prolific knitter.  She has 
made squares for the “Every Child Matters” memorial wall 
hanging along with 30 hats, two sweaters and two scarves 
for various organizations such as Jane Finch Outreach, 
Afghan Refugees, Cancer patients and Toronto Indigenous 
adults.  Meanwhile Carol has also made three hats, two 
eternity scarves and a university scarf for her family.

Carol Bruce is making crocheted sunflowers to decorate 
her kitchen and a secret gift for a relative.

Lynn Manning has 
made a poncho for her 
grand-daughter and hopes 
to finish sewing it up be-
fore spring.

Marg Wallis made a toque 
for charity (left).

Sally Jo Martin has finished 
a fancy scarf for the Afghan 
refugees and has started 
another (top right).

Sally Roper has made a var-
iegated white baby blanket 
and a white baby sweater.  
Nancy Roper made a co-
lourful toque for the Afghan 
refugees and a multi-co-
loured baby blanket (be-
low). Nancy was test-driving 
some colourful yarns, in-
cluding a ball called an O’Go 
(Donut) that is made with a 
new winding technique that 
avoids knotted yarn.  
 
Janet McColeman is making a heavy duty cardigan that 
she can wear for hiking come fall (below, left).  The back is 
almost done now.

We thank Lynn Manning for 
leading our group and host-
ing our call each week.

Nancy Roper
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The 55+ programs at HVUC have been going strong all 
winter. New friendships and community partnerships con-
tinue to bring fresh ideas and experiences to our ministry 
to seniors. We’ve had several new people join in for virtual 
activities after hearing about our programs at Yvan Baker’s 
Seniors Advisory Meeting. We’ve also had new people 
joining in from Huntsville and Montreal, as well as the east 
end of the GTA. It’s terrific that friends are sharing our 
programs and inviting more people to join. Our new friends 
have enjoyed seated dance, memoir writing, walking medi-
tation, fitness, indoor gardening and Ageing Well. Everyone 
always gets a warm welcome and quickly becomes part of 
the community of 55+ at HVUC.

One of the highlights this past month was a collaboration 
with our partner MABELLEArts. For Black History month 
the folks at MABELLEArts wanted to create a special bag for 
the residents who visit the outdoor Food Pantry. Together 
we planned a gift bag with a soup in a jar mix and other 
items to create two recipes – West African Coconut Lentil 
soup and Pepper Pot. MABELLEArts purchased some of the 
supplies and planned the recipe with input from residents, 

and our Daytimers volunteers helped to package the soup 
mix. It is a great example of the growing partnership and 
collaboration with our community and is a tangible way to 
show love and learn from our neighbours. Cook along with 
MABELLEArts at home, try out our recipe above!

Another meaningful partnership continues with Dorothy 
Ley Hospice as the Ageing Well group had a very informa-
tive session with Janice O’Reilly presenting on Advanced 
Care Planning. This group explores a variety of topics of 
interest to seniors in a supportive and caring atmosphere. 
Beverley Conner has done a tremendous job leading the 
group, finding interesting resources and speakers, and 
responding to participants’ interests and concerns.

At our Indoor gardening session, we were thrilled to 
welcome Valerie Wood as she shared information about 
the Urban gardening project at Humber Valley and got us 
inspired to get growing indoors! Participants also received 
a kit to grow lentil sprouts and pea shoots. There will be 
more opportunities to get involved with gardening at HVUC 
in early spring so stay tuned!

Other highlights this winter have included:
• Weekly walking meditation in local parks 
• Daytimers January presentation on Hawaii with guest 

speaker, Simon Dallimore
• Walking tour of Islington Village murals and a stop at 

the Arts Etobicoke to try their Augmented Reality tour
• This month we’re looking forward to our Daytimer’s 

virtual lunch featuring Vaughan Community Health 
Centre’s presentation on Brain Health- with interactive 
games and a special brain healthy menu! 

The power of love and partnership helps keep our 55+ 
programs going strong! 

Anne Pietropaolo
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The table on the right shows the fi-
nancial results for HVUC to the year 
end of December 31, 2021. Results 
for the previous year end of De-
cember 31, 2020 are also included 
below for comparison purposes.

At the beginning of 2021, the 
Finance Committee and the Board 
budgeted that the church would 
finish the year with an operating 
deficit of more than $58,000.  
Although we did, indeed, end up 
in a deficit position, the size of that 
deficit, at just under $21,000, was 
significantly less than forecasted.  

COVID related issues were a major 
contributor.  The church remained 
either fully or partially closed for 
much of the year.  As a result, giv-
ings at church services were down 
considerably and rental income, 
while slightly better than 2020, 
was also less than what one would 
have hoped for.  On the plus side, 
the church was the beneficiary of 
substantial government Covid-19 
grants.  In addition, grants from the 
federal government and the United 
Church of Canada supported the 
delivery of our highly successful 
online 55+ senior’s programs.  

As I have mentioned previously, it 
is highly unlikely that the COVID-re-
lated grants will be a significant 
revenue source in 2022.  This will 
increase our funding challenge in 
2022.  We understand that the church will reopen at the 
beginning of March, which will be a positive factor in many 
ways.   

An alternative to giving to the church through PAR or by en-
velopes is to think about donating securities in lieu of cash. 
The income tax benefits can be significant in many cases.   
If you would like some assistance in making this happen, 
please speak with Charlotte Browning, our treasurer, or 
myself.  As a longer-term consideration, have you considered 
including Humber Valley UC as part of your estate planning?  

If you haven’t, consider speaking with your financial advisor 
about how that could be done through the addition of a 
simple codicil to your will.  

As always, sincere thanks to all of you for 
your support of HVUC and we trust that 
you will find it in your hearts to continue 
doing so going forward.  It promises to be 
a challenging but also an exciting 2022.

Gary Halpenny
Chair, Stewardship & Finance Committee
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Grands and Tots 
(We Love Our Grandchildren)
The word magical aptly describes our Wednesday morn-
ings at James Gardens. The weather has cooperated with 
sunny skies and warmer temperatures.  

Our grandchildren have mostly cooperated. We have fed 
the ducks healthy foods, taken ice sculptures with bird 
food to hang on the trees, and hiked the trail. Of course, 
snacks are always a highlight.

Come and join our little group with your grandchild on 
Wednesdays starting at 10am. For more information 
please contact Kathy Kitchen ka_kitchen@rogers.com
or Cheryl Drake cheryldrake@sympatico.ca

Cheryl Drake

What’s New in Worship Formation

Youth Group: 
Youth group is wrapping up our unit on the parables of 
Jesus and will be starting a unit on the Psalms! In March 
we have a movie night planned and in April will be hosting 
an environmental event that will hopefully include many in 
the wider community! (Details to follow.) We’ve enjoyed a 
couple of skating events recently and are game for at least 
one more! Currently we have about nine regular attendees 
with two or three occasionals! 

Licia Meldrum 
Leader for Youth Formation

Adult Worship Formation:
Daily Bread: DB is meeting three times a week. We have 
passed the 300-meeting mark since DB began. We consis-
tently have 15-17 attendees.  Each month I vary the theme. 
Over the last month we have been reflecting on the UCC 
Song of Faith. 

A Song of Faith, adopted in 2006, seeks to provide a verbal 
picture of what The United Church of Canada understands 
its faith to be in the historical, political, social, and theolog-
ical context of the early 21st century. It is also a means of 
ongoing reflection and an invitation for the church to live 
out its convictions in relation to the world in which we live.
Daily Bread explores faith and prayer through music, reflec-

tions, drawing scripture, praying scripture, Lectio Divinia, 
Breathe Prayer, Meditation and other spiritual practices.  
I generally follow the Church calendar with respect to 
themes. DB allows the participants to examine/develop/
grow faith through experiential learning methods in a safe 
space and community.
 
Jesus and Java: On February 10th, we completed a six-week 
study of “We make this Road by Walking”.  We averaged 
17-18 people over the six weeks with at least three individ-
uals not from HVUC. The series was very well received, with 
participants actively engaged in the discussions. I will likely 
be doing another J&J (date tbd) later this year. A few partic-
ipants suggested a Kerygma study of “Proverbs” (tbd).

Joanne Stenerson

mailto:ka_kitchen%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:cheryldrake%40sympatico.ca?subject=
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Daytimers Lunch + Speaker 
Will Focus on Brain Health
Monday, Feb. 28, 12:00 p.m.

Our guest speaker from Vaughan Community Health Centre will share 
tips, games and suggestions for promoting brain health based on the 
Train your Brain program. We’ll have a chance to play some games 
together and enjoy a delicious and healthy lunch!
 
We will be delivering a delicious and nutritious lunch right to your door 
with individually wrapped foods for your safety. 

Please register by Thursday, Feb. 24 for lunch delivery. We will deliver 
your lunch on Monday, Feb. 28 between 10-11:00am.
 
Our special “brain healthy” lunch menu will include individual portions 
of: salmon with fresh lemon; sweet kale salad; dark chocolate treat; nut 
bar snack; fresh fruit and; a green tea sachet.

BIRTHS:
Welcome Elspeth 
Percifield-Hampton

Nicole Percifield and Alex Hamp-
ton were delighted to welcome 
their daughter, Elspeth Anne 
Percifield-Hampton, on January 
20th, 2022. Elspeth already has 
a strong set of lungs and a loud 
voice, so Nicole may no longer 
be the only singer in the family!

 in February

IN MEMORIAM
Lorna Peaker 

(4 September 1934 – 31 January 2022)

A librarian, Brown 
Owl, wife, mother 
of three, grand-
mother, volunteer, 
loyal friend and 
neighbour, host-
ess, raconteur, and 
creative homemak-
er, Lorna Peaker 
(nee Teasdale) will 
be deeply missed 
for her love of 

people, generosity, kindness, and wonderful 
storytelling. Lorna was a member of UCW 
Unit 9 in the 1980s and 1990s.

Lorna is survived by her three children: Mark 
and his wife Laura, Scott and his wife Ines, 
and Carol and her husband Stephen; and her 
beloved grandchildren: Christian, Omar, Julia, 
Claire, and Ross Peaker, and Noah and Oren 
Yudkin.A celebration of Lorna’s life will take 
place in the spring.
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Souper Sunday - Sharing the love!
Humber Valley showed love of community with very strong 
support of our annual collection for football’s Super Sun-
day (Souper Sunday). Total money raised is $865.  Grocery 
cards will be purchased through our Fundscrip program so 
HVUC will also benefit.

Those cards will be given to the Westway Food Bank and 
Youth Without Shelter so that their clients can purchase 
needed groceries.

Sally Jo Martin

Handbell Music
Every Monday at 5 o’clock the handbells can be heard 
practicing.  They echo impressively round the empty sanc-
tuary.  Jill leads, accompanies and instructs and is a hard 
but delightful task master.  Nothing gets past her acutely 
trained ears.

If you enjoy listening to the handbells, tune into the hymn 
sing on March 5th to hear some music with an Irish theme, 
in an early celebration of St Patrick’s Day.

All being well, the ensemble will treat you to a piece for 
Lent and a welcome to spring on April 2nd.  We would love 
you to join us.

Judith Dallimore

HVUC Men’s Discussion Group
On Monday, Feb. 28 at 7:00 p.m., Michelle Glied-Goldstein 
will repeat her presentation about her father, Holocaust 
survivor, Bill Glied, who was deported to Auschwitz-Birke-
nau form his home in Yugoslavia in May, 1944.  

His mother, sister, and grandparents were murdered in the 
gas chambers upon arrival. He and his father were trans-
ferred as slave labourers to Dachau Concentration camp 
where his father died just nine days before liberation.Bill 
was among the first Jewish orphans admitted to Canada. 

He rebult his life here, married, had three children and 
eight grandchildren. He left a message of optimism and 
hope. He encouraged others to stand up when they see 
wrong and to always do small acts of kindness to help 
make the world a better place.

Humber Valley United Church 
Can Now Accept E-transfers
You can now make donations or other payments elec-
tronically to HVUC using your bank’s easy and convenient 
e-transfer service.
 
The email address to use when you are making an e-trans-
fer to HVUC is finance@hvuc.ca. To make the process 
seamless, no special code or password is required. The 
funds are securely deposited in HVUC’s bank account auto-
matically.
 
When you send an e-transfer, it is important that you 
please use the “note box” to let us know what the money 
is for. If you have an envelope number, you may put that 
in the note box. Otherwise, please indicate your contact 
information so that if a tax receipt is forthcoming, we are 
able to issue it to you (each new year in February). If the 
money is for a specific purpose such as a ticket for a church 
event, please use the note box to indicate that this e-trans-
fer is to purchase “x ” tickets for “name of event”. 
 
If you have any questions about making an e-transfer to 
HVUC, please send an email to finance@hvuc.ca. 

HUMBER VALLEY GROUP NEWS

HVUC AGM Save 
the Date

The Annual General Meeting 
of HVUC  will be held after 

church on Sunday, April 24th. 
Hope to see you all there.
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Minister: Rev. Dr. Trevor Brisbin
Director of Worship Arts: Drew Brown
Director of Inclusion and Enagement: Kate Brown
Musical Support: Jill Diane Filion
Church Administrator: Kelly Wells
Church School Leader: Claire Hatje
Nursery: Bridgette Jarvis
Faith Formation — Youth and Young
  Families Coordinator: Licia Meldrum
Seniors’ Program Coordinator: Anne Pietropaolo
Finance Officer: Anita Wakeman
Sexton: Zoran Mrkovic
Sexton: Dragan Mrkovic
AV Director: George Turnbull
Room Bookings: Janet McColeman

mailto:hferrier%40gmail.com?subject=

